NO BODY ARMOR, NO- 
PROPER CLOTHING, AND. 
NO TECHNOLOGY OF ANY 
KIND... ERCEPT FOR 
"THESE SHARPENED 
STICKS, 


BAD DREAM? HOW BAD CAN IT BE 
WHEN YOUR LOVER IS WEARING A 
JUNGLE-THONG? 


‘THE DREAM WOULD 
GE BETTER WITH 
HOT SHOWERS AND 
NO MONSTERS, 


‘They smell like they 
eat 


‘meat, You 


‘THEY'RE PACK HUNTERS, 
‘OF THEM YESTERDAY. 


THEY KNOW WE'RE 
DANGEROUS, BUT THEYRE 
STILL COMING, THAT 
MEANS THEY'RE HUNGRY. 


TEXPECT THEM TO TRY TO 
‘SEPARATE ONE OF US FROM 
‘THE REST OF THE GROUP. IT 
WILL LIKELY Be SOMEBODY 
SMALL, AND PERHAPS EVEN 
SICKLY BY COMPARISON TO. 
THE REST. 


WHAT'S EVERYBODY Je=~) 
LOOKING 


AT? 


MAYBE YOU'D 
BETTER STAND IN 
THE MIDDLE. 


= +3 
THEY LOOK A LITTLE BIT LIKE A CROSS BETWEEN A TEOPARD RHYMES WITH “PEPPERED," AND NICELY SUGGESTS “JEOPARDY.” 
JACKAL AND A LEOPARD. LET'S CALL THEM JEOPARDS, i |i ee Ne 


Srey 


-- 


FOR THE LAST HUNDRED THOUSAND THE JEOPARD PACK NIPS AND BAYS AT THE LARGER, HEALTHIER HERD MEMBERS, AND 
GENERATIONS, SELECTION PRESSURE SEPARATES THEM FROM ONE OR TWO SMALLER, LESS VITAL MEMBERS OF THE HERD. 
HAS BEEN TRAINING THEM TO CULL 

THE GRAZING HERDS THEY HUNT. 


(OTHER HERD BEASTS ACCEPT THIS ‘RIGHT NOW THEY ARE LEARNING THAT THES NEW TWO- 
SACRIFICE. NONSAPIENT, THEY LEGGED HERD DOES NOT PLAY BY THE USUAL RULES. 


PLACE LITTLE VALUE ON THE LIVES 
OF INDIVIDUAL HERD MEMBERS. 


THE JECPARDS MAY NOT 
8E SAPIENT, BUT THEY 
ARE NOT STUPID, THEY 

THINK, AND THEY LEARN, 


HOW ARE WE: WE'VE PUT Fé Does that mean | 
Boner Own, 1 COUNT AT LeasT| ( POKING THEM ONE ) | Con Switch Fo 
Hee SCARING THEM OFF. ) | Playing offense? 


iS yNil pies 


WHAT DO YOU CALL ONE ANGRY 
AMORPH BRAWLING WITH A DOZEN 
HUNGRY PSEUDO-FELINES? 


CATERMAULING ] 


THE JEOPARDS DONT UNDERSTAND || IT DOESN'T SMELL LIKE FOOD, THEIR CONGLUSION: STay Away [Come back 
THES MONSTER IN THETR MIDST. TES A LOT LIKE DIRT. FROM THE FILE OF DIRTY NOT: Foo. WA are! ple, 
ities 


—Swioors) 


THE JEOPARDS BEGIN TO So AND THEN THE SMALL, 
Fats BACK IN CONFUSION. -| Throusaceo nenouine 
. (6X, | sremates ano rates 
: 4, me!) ‘on 


1AM COMMANDER KEVIN 
ANDREYASN. I HAVE SHAPED. 
‘THE DESTINIES OF WORLDS, 
(OF NATIONS, OF GALARIES. 


q wave ceeateD ano] 
DESTROVED. HAVE 
FOLLOWED AND 1KAVE 
{eD.THAVE ENOWN 

ff Love, AND Ir Mas 
ENOWN ME BACK. 


FLIRT WITH DEATH FOR 
ALIVING, AND I HAVE 
CHEATED THE REAPER AT 
LEAST THREE TIMES. 


THINK MY LIFE 1S 
FLASHIN 
MY EYES. 


IG BEFORE 


SWALLOWED vars 
i OFMY THROAT. 


Don't tap on I'M ALIVE? 
the glass. They 
hate that. 


Hey Kevyn, you 
awake in there? 


Yup. It 
was a close 
thing, though, 


Tripped your heacl off and 
shoved it in a nanny-bag, and 
We all took oF running, 


WANNY-BAG? WHERE DID 
YOU GET ONE OF THOSE? 
ALL WE HAD WERE FLINT. 
FLAKES, SPEARS, AND. 
STINKY LEATHER BUTT- 
FLAPS, 


Voure confusing your 
deaths, Commander. 


WAIT... 1M NOT] 


‘BEING REGENERATED. 
RIGHT NOW?, 


io, you're not. You are Ee) I offered you soldier boosts, 
remembering the time 
you got rageneratod 
aboard the Zarrot’s 
Dead. 


and you declined. I've gat all 
the latest ultra-classified 
ferran-spocific body 
modifications 

an Fila, 


SOF I'M 
NOT HERE, 
WHERE 
AMI 


Tying on the Forest Floor, 
bleeding aut, and 
wishing you'd takan 


DON'T UNDERSTAND... IF I'M You can't be, After all, you | f{ SUT | REMEMBER MEETING }} | Corraction: you UL IS THERE A COURT 


MYSELF ONCE, Y Or APPEALS 
can't change the past. can't change the Aso 


‘ANYWHERE? 


‘JUST HAVING A FLASHBACK, 
HOW CAN T BE INTERACTING 
WITH Your 


You don’t get it, do you? 
This is like @ lucid droam, 
with heavy elements of 
your memory in it. 


THEN WHY ARE YOU 
HERE? SHOULDN'T 1 
'BE INTERACTING 
WITH SOME SORT 
OF SPIRIT GUIDE? 


Tt would be better, 

yes, but The Ghost of 

Christmas Past declined 
the invitation, 


THE GHOST OF WHO? 
Find nou wo 


T think the problem is that I'm too YOU REALLY DO Case in point. You 
“real” to you. Contextually, you can't HAVE GOD- need a different 
come fo grins with ma ea’ en escort §{ ( MOBEISSUES, J | otida, 


through this spiritual land of momary 
and dream. 


PETEY, WHERE 
DID YOU GOF 


‘TLL WRITE HIM BACK 
INTO THE STORY IN 


YOU... YOU'RE THE J -—" ALRIGHT! YOU 
CARTOONIST? 


RECOGNIZED ME 


T WOULD LIKE TO THINK ‘YEAH? WELL IF YOU'RE) | | TIME CONSTRAINTS. 1 
‘THAT MEANS I'VE GOTTEN ‘SUCH AHOT ARTIST, ABOOK TO PUBLISH, 
WITHOUT THE | | BETTER AS AN ARTIST. HOW COME YOU'VE’ 7 
BEARD. ONLY BEEN DRAWING 
MY HEAD ALL WEEK? 


—_ 


HE IMPLICATIONS OF THAT 
LITTLE COMPROMISE ARE 


FRIGHTENING, 


‘OKAY, I'VE GOT TO ASK: YOU MIGHT BE. IT'S POSSIBLE ‘YEAH. THEY WERE ALL | | WAIT... IF THEY WERE HEY, 1S THAT A 
AM I DEAD? ‘THAT THIS 1S THE AFTERLIFE. THEN) | GOOD PEOPLE, TOO. || ALL FIRE I SEE ON 
AGAIN, I DON'T SEE HOB, SHV'UU, TMISS ‘EM, THE HORIZON? 
(OR THE OLD DOCTOR AROUND 
ANYWHERE. 


HEY, LOOK. | HAVE FEET NOW. BUT IF YOU'RE 1 WON'T THOUGH, y BLOOD LOSS IS. 
REALLY THE CARTOONIST, THEN YOU CAN SNAP KILLING YOU, 
ME OUT OF THIS FLASHBACK AND BACK \ 

TO LIFE, RIGHT? 


(OH, YEAH. I COULD WRITE THE 

WHOLE THING OFF AS A DREAM- 
‘SEQUENCE, OR A VIRTUAL REALITY 
GAME, OR EVEN A BAD DRUG TRIP. 


IF A CRYOKIT, OR A NANNY-BAG, OR 
‘A TEAM OF SURGEONS SHOWS UP’ IN 
THE NEXT FIVE MINUTES, THEY COULD 
SAVE HIM, AND HE'D COME TO WITH 
ALL HIS WITS ABOUT Him. 


TF THEY SHOW UP IN 
SIX MINUTES HELL 
LOSE ABOUT 50 
POINTS OF 1. 


BUT TEN AINDTES FROM NOW 
THERE WON'T BE ANYTHING 
ANYBODY CAN DO TO BRING 
HIM BACK, 


AND... WELL, 
WEVE BEEN LOOKING 

FOR RESCUE FROM THIS 

DIRTBALL FOR A WEEK NOW. T 
DON'T THINK ANYBODY IS COMING. 


INTELLIGENCE 15 AN E TH PON 
YOU CALED IT. ABHRODISIAC. IN TEN TAUNT THE 
JAANE: ‘RINUTES HE'LL STOP 

BEING SEW. 


" ALL I WANTED WAS YOUR } | I DIDN'T SAY *SOLVED."1 | | EXCELLENT! IF IT'S ALREADY SOLVED, 
IVE FIGURED OUT | OPINION ON THIS FAKE SAID "FIGURED OUT." ‘OUR EXPENSES ARE CLOSE TO ZERO, 
KEHLMER’S PIRATE | HULL. YOU'VE ALREADY 

WE ARE GOING TO MAKE OUT LIKE 


BANDITS ON THIS JOS. 


PROBLEM, CAPTAIN. | Sov ie5 THE PIRATE 
PROBLEM? 


IT'S A CLASSIC PROBLEM, 
REALLY. KEHLMER'S 
GOVERNMENT HAS. 
CLAIMED MORE 
“TERRITORY” THAN 
THEY'RE ABLE TO 


‘THEIR TERAPORT DENIAL ZONE 
STRETGHES A WHOPPING 
TWENTY-EIGHT LIGHT-HOURS 
FROM THEIR PRIMARY, 


FOR MOST FREIGHT 
TRAFFIC, THAT'S A TEN- 
DAY RUN. KEHLMER HAS 
ESCORTS AND PATROLS 
AVAILABLE, BUT THEY'RE 
‘STRETCHED TOO THIN 
TO DO ANY GOOD, 


WE CAN SOLVE THE PROBLEM 
PERMANENTLY BY HELPING 
‘THEM SET UP ADMZ A DAY OR 
SO OUT FROM THE PORTS. 


What about 
the part where 


we kill pirates? 


HE MOVES 
‘$0 QUIETLY, 


‘SERGEANT, WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING IN THE VENTILATION 
SYSTEM? 


YOU CAN'T 
WUST 


IT’S HARD TO FIND FAULT | ( ESPECIALLY SINCE THERE'S 
WITH SOMEONE SO BLUNT, NO COMPANY POLICY 
‘ABOUT AIR VENTS. 


‘There's gonna 
be a new re 
iow, just For me. 


HELLO, SKY COMMODORE 
EST'LL, CAPTAIN TAGON HERE. 


WE'VE SOLVED YOUR PIRATE 
PROBLEM, COMMODORE. IF YOU'LL 
LET US SHIFT FREIGHT TRAFFIC TO 
‘A ONE-DAY ROUTE, YOUR ESCORTS 
WILL BE CONCENTRATED ENOUGH 
‘TO FORCE THE PIRATES TO LOOK 
ELSEWHERE FOR EASY PREY. 


YOUR PLAN IS A COMPROMISE BETWEEN 

SPINELESS PRAGMATISM AND 

AVARICIOUS COWARDICE. p/n | 
OUR PROFIT MARGINS HERE 


[ARE UNCOMPROMISING, I 
ASSURE YOU, 


COMMODORE EST'LL, PIRACY, YOU CANNOT JUST KILL 
IS AN ECONOMIC PROBLEM, PIRATES TO SOLVE THE 
NOT A MILITARY ONE. PROBLEM. YOU JUST 
HAVE TO CHANGE 

‘CONDITIONS SO THAT 

PIRACY IS NO LONGER 

PROFITABLE 


THE ONLY REASON TO 
EMPLOY A “HUNT AND KILL” 
‘OPERATION. WITHOUT 
EMPLACING SUPPORTING. 
ECONOMIC MEASURES IS IF 
‘THERE 1S SOMEONE 
SPECIFIC YOU'RE TRYING 
‘TO HUNT DOWN. 


OH. YOU ARE HUNTING 
SOMEONE SPECIFIC, 


DO You FEEL 
‘CLEVER OFTEN? 


EST'LL CAME CLEAN WITH ME, 
CAPTAIN. OUR TARGETS ARE 
NOT JUST PIRATES. THEY'RE A 
RENEGADE POLITICAL FACTION. 


‘THEY'RE WAGING A GUERRILLA 
CAMPAIGN ON COMMERCE, AND 
TRYING TO BUILD POPULAR 
SUPPORT ON KEHLMER, 


KEHLMER IS HEADED FOR A 
CCIVIL WAR INSIDE OF 
‘ABOUT TEN YEARS. 
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‘ACCORDING TO HIS ANALYSTS, 
ECONOMICALLY DISCOURAGING 
PIRACY WILL ONLY SLOW THE 
INSURGENTS DOWN A BIT. 


UNLESS WE EXTERMINATE 
THE MURDEROUS PIRATES. 


NOW, THATIS. 


THAT'S JUST WHAT 
ESTLL SAID. WERE YOU 
HIDING IN THE AIR VENT? 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY 
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-GO 


TLOOKED INTO THAT 
HOLLOWED-OUT 
FREIGHTER HULL. IT 
ISN'T WHAT WE WANT, 


THE FAKE HULL THING HAS BEEN DONE 
BEFORE, PIRATES KNOW TO WATCH FOR IT. 
NOTHING WE DRESS THE TOUCH-AND-GO A 
CAN HIDE THE FACT THAT SHE'S AT LEAST A 
DESTROYER UNDER 

ALL THE MAKE-UP. 


i) 


OUR ANNIE-PLANTS HAVE 
HUNDREDS OF TIMES THE 
(OUTPUT OF AFREIGHTER'S 
PLANTS. EVEN IF WE RUN 
LEAN, A PASSIVE SCAN WILL. 
GIVE US AWAY. 


~ WHIGH IS WHY WE WILL 


iMOST COMPLETELY 
POWERED DOWN. 


THATE THIS 
PLAN ALREADY. 


‘OW BUT THERE'S MORE. WE HIDE THe L———=——————7 OU MAIN ANNIES WILL BE POWERED, 


TOUCH-AND-GO INSIDE A GIANT 
CANISTER, AND USE A MID-RANGE 
SUPERFREIGHTER TO HAUL HER, 


DOWN, AND EMERGENCY AND PRIMER 
PLANTS WILL ONLY BE TRICKLING, 


WE USE MAYBE HALF 
THE ARMOR SOUADRON AS 
ESCORTS,” SO WE LOOK LIKE A 
PRIZE WORTH FIGHTING FOR. 


‘THE PIRATES WILL DISASLE THE ]] [WHAT IF THEYRE FLYING THEN WE GET TO CHOOSE | [ OR, YOU KNOW, MARE WE COULD COLLECT A 
SUPERFREIGHTER FIRST. WHEN f] ] AROUND IN SOMETHING J BETWEEN ALLOWING OURSELVES | | LITTLE INTEL, AND MAKE SURE WE KNOW 
‘THEY CLOSE TO CLAIM THE THAT CAN TAKE US? ped{ TO BE CAPTURED, TORTURED, AND | | WHAT THEY'RE PACKING, 
CARGO CANISTER, WE POWER MAYBE KILLED, OR DYING AS A 
UP AND SPRING THE TRAP. ‘BRIGHT FLASH ON SOMEBODY 

ELSE'S TAC SCREEN. 


RB 
rueer 
SOMEBODY ON 
‘THAT RIGHT AWAY, 


The captain wants to 
now iF you're dane 
with the boarding, 
material yat. 


HAVEN'T STARTED IT YET 
SECAUSE I DIDN'T KNOW 


DID YOU FORGET 
TO RELAY SOME 
INSTRUCTIONS? 


BECAUSE I CAN PUT “FIX DEFECTIVE ROBOT 
ADJUTANT" ON MY TASK LIST FASTER THAN 
YOU CAN SAY “THAT SOLDER LOOKS HOT.” 


Solder is 
bongath bath 

‘of us, and 
you Know it. 


T did not Forget to 
relay instructions: 
Fram the Captain, 


AG 


am incapable of Forgetting. 
Tt is physically impossible 
For ma to “Forgot.” 


aE ee ee Wa is repsnsiony Ti id H Depparea, 
fo be a lot more efficient than 
RSEECTIVELY AND | tha kind you moal-thinhors 30. 


‘YOUR MEMORY CORE? 


‘YOU'VE NEVER SEEN 
A MICROWAVE HOME 
PSYCHIATRY KIT. 


CAPTAIN, DID YOU 
WANT ME WORKING 
‘ON MATERIEL FOR. 

BOARDING PARTIES? 


KNOW THEY'LL NEED 
BETTER SODY-ARMOR 
"AT THE VERY LEAST. 
ISN'T IT DONE YET? 


YOU PROBABLY WANT TO) [ OF COURSE. THE 
FINISH THE ASSAULT WHOLE TABLE OF 
PLANS BEFORE SENDING ORGANIZATION AND 
ME THE MATERIEL EQUIPMENT IS 
REQUIREMENTS, ‘CHANGING, 


‘SO THAT'S WHY YOU HAVEN'T 
ACTUALLY TOLD ME THAT 
YOU WANT ME WORKING ON 
NEW BODY ARMOR. 


CAPTAIN, YOU'RE STRETCHING | | WE BOTH ARE. IF WE'RE GOING TO TWAS ACTUALLY HOPING 

YOURSELF TOO THIN. PLAN AN OPERATION LIKE THIS, TO HANDLE PROMOTIONS 
WE NEED TO SE ABLE TO APTER THE OPERATION, 
DELEGATE MORE. 


MANAGES TO NOT GE1 


WAITING TO SEE ree) 
ANYBODY KILLED? 


AND AS I RECALL, 
YOU ONCE TOLD Me 
NEEDED TO MAKE 
BETTER USE OF THE 
“JUNIOR OFFICERS. 


T 


IN THE FINEST 
MILITARY 
TRADITION, 


‘TAGON, WHY DON'T YOU JUST 
TAKE HALF OF THAT ASSAULT 
PLAN AND HAND IT TO. 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 


HE'S RUNNING 
(CLEANUP IN THE 


‘HE SHOULD BE 
ASLE TO HAND 
THAT OFF TO A 
‘SERGEANT. 


WE TRIED THAT. THE 
GRUNTS JUST THROW 
MUD AROUND UNLESS 
THERE'S BRASS 
PRESENT. 


‘SHODAN? 


CAPTAIN, THAT “UNLESS” 
NEEDS TO BE REPLACED 
WITH “ESPECIALLY iF,* 


OKAY, SO THE GRUNTS ARE )} | THE JOB WILL KEEP THEM BUSY | | WAIT... WHO DID YOU LEAVE WHERE'S THE DOC? 
THROWING MORE MUD (EVEN LONGER, AND SHODAN HERE | | IN CHARGE DOWN THERE, T GOT MUD IN 
THAN THEYRE CLEANING UP.5) CAN HELP YOU HAMMER OUT THE | | SHODAN? mY EYE, 
THAT'S ACTUALLY OKAY. ASSAULT PLAN. 


‘SEND ME THE LAYOUT AND ] [ OKAY, BUT IF THERE'S PAINT JOB? WHAT 
T'LL GIVE YOU AN OVERLAY | | CUTTING TO BE DONE, WE ‘ARE YOU TALKING 
FOR PARKING THE TOUCH-|] NEED TO MAKE SURE THE ABOUT? 
‘AND=GOINSIDE IT. |] CUTS DON'T DESTROY THE 
PAINT=JOB, 


Ss 


Schilock Me 


‘ENNESBY TELLS ME THAT THE FIRST 
GENERATION OF EOARDING-PARTY 
FAVORS IS READY FOR TRIAL. 


THEM “BOARDING | null the string and they go 


DIDHE REALLY CALL) =| You've got those ones where you 
PARTY FAVORS?” SBRING.” right? 


“GRENADES? YES, 
‘AND FUNNY 
HATS, TOO. 


THE NEW BODY-ARMOR IS A. 
COMPROMISE BETWEEN THE 
FLEXIBILITY OF OUR LOW- 
PROFILE FULLERENE UNIFORMS, 
AND THE ODIN SUITS POPULAR 
WITH UNS SHOCK TROOPS. 


YOU SAID COMPROMISE... 
WHAT ARE WE LOSING IN 
‘TERMS OF FLEXIBILITY? 


RIGID DESIGN, FOR STARTERS. I 
(CAN'T JUST CUT FABRIC TO FIT, SO 
‘THE FIRST BATCH OF SUITS WILL 
PRETTY MUCH ONLY FIT THE 
HUMANS. 


‘SO THAT'S ABOUT A THIRD OF US 
COVERED. NOT BAD. WHAT ELSE? 


YOU HAVE TO TAKE 
(OFF THE HELMET IN 
‘ORDER TO PEE. 


IT'S ACTUALLY QUITE LOGICAL. THE __ | | THE DE-CATHETERIZATION IS ACCOMPLISHED CAN WE CLASSIFY “I DON'T WANT TO. 
SUIT MODULES ARE SUPPOSED TO BE | | VIAHELMET CONTROLS, SUT THE CODPLATE PEE INA CATHETER” AS A MEDICAL 
CONNECTED AND DISCONNECTED AND LOIN~ JOINERS WON'T POP OFF UNTIL EMERGENCY? 


‘SERIALLY, EXCEPT IN MEDICAL APTER THE HELMET IS REMOVED. 


EMERGENCIES. 3 


HEY... I JUST HEARD THAT 
YOU CAN'T maKE ARMOR 
THAT WILL FIT Me. WHAT, 


‘OH, WELL... THAT'S 
COOL THEN. 
THANKS, 


‘ACTUALLY, ANDY, YOU'RE ONE OF 
THE FEW NON-HUMANS I CAN FIT 
WITH MINIMAL CUSTOMIZATION. 
YOU MAY HAVE TOO MANY 
ELBOWS, BUT ALL YOUR JOINTS 
BEND IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 


DON'T 
MENTION I. 


AAAND I WON'T MENTION THE 
STOCK CATHETERS, 


YOU'LL ALL BE TESTING THESE ARMOR WARRANT OFFICER THURL 
SUITS FOR THE REST OF THE DAY IN Af WILL LEAD THE PLATOON, YOU 
WEIGHTLESS, NO-ATMOSPHERE ‘ARE DOING SOME COSMETIC 
CONDITIONS. SURGERY TO OUR cae 


‘COMMANDER ANDREYASN WILL BE 
MONITORING SUIT TELEMETRY WHILE YOU 
WORK, AND DOCTOR BUNNIGUS WILL BE 
‘STANDING BY IN CASE THERE ARE PROBLEMS. 


SHOULON'T WE, LIM, 
‘GO BEFORE We LEAVE? 


CATHETER FUNCTIONALITY IS ONE OF 
THE THINGS THE DOCTOR AND I WILL BE 
WATCHING VIA TELEMETRY. 


3 


- QON'T NEED 10 
fen PEE EVER AGAIN. 


‘THE ARMOR TESTS APPEAR TO BE AN 
UNMITIGATED SUCCESS, CAPTAIN. 
EVERYEODY MOVED WELL, COMMUNICATED 
WELL, AND GOT THE JOB DONE WITH NO. 


‘OKAY, FINE. OUR SUCCESS WAS MITIGATED 
BBY ONE INCIDENT OF DIAPER RASH, ONE 
BOOT FULL OF URINE, AND THREE CASES OF 
SHY IN FRONT OF THE DOCTOR.” 


EXCELLENT WORK. BRING EM 
IN FOR DRINKS, ReR, AND MAYBE 
‘A FEW PSYCH EVALUATIONS. 


SO... Wit... SHOULON'T SOMEBODY | | NOW I REALLY WISH 
SAY SOMETHIN’? | | WE HAD A BOX. 


Soft lo% 
The worms were 
pretty juicy 


MAYBE SOMEBODY 
ELSE SHOULD SAY 
SOMETHING, 


ASN'T IT SUPPOSED 
TO BE THE PERSON 
CLOSEST TO THE 
DEAD GUY WHO 
TALKS? 


rat? Tm nob much 
oF a speaker. 


FINE. T'LL SAY A FEW TTI BE EASIER IF YOU 
WORDS. 115 NOT UKE IMAGINE US ALL IN OUR 
KEEP IT A SECRET. Keep what 


UNDERWEAR 
a secret? 


‘ABOARD THE SUPERFREIGHTER LEVELHEAD. YES. FOR WHAT'S COMING, 
TT WILL BE NICE IF WE CAN 


Ee IT'S AN AUSPICIOUS NAME, 
‘SKIPPER, WE NEED TO YUP, YUP. THE ] | ALL KEEP LEVEL HEADS. 


YOU DON'T SHIP OUT 
MUCH, DO YOUR THE 
THINKIN! HEAD AIN'T 
WHAT'S Level, 


‘MY LAST SHIP HAD GLITCHY GRAW, 
AN THE “TOILET” ALWAYS SEEMED 
TO LIST ABOUT 10 DEGREES. NEVER 
WOULD FLUSH RIGHT, EITHER 


TALK TO YOU ABOUT, LEVELHEAD |S A 
‘THIS NEXT RUN. GREAT SHIP, 


(VES, WERE IN THE FLASHBACK AGAIN.) 


THINK 1 WAS 
HAPPIER NOT 
KNOWING THAT. 


‘SKIPPER, ON THIS RUN IT WON'T’ THAT WAR-BIRD YOU PARKED 
MATTER HOW LEVEL THE IN THE CANISTER? NOW WHY 
LEVELHEAD SHEAD iS. YOU'LL Jaga WOULD T WANNA RIDE WITH 
BE RIDING ABOARD THE THE CARGO? 
TOUCH-AND-6O. 


BECAUSE THE PIRATES 
WE'RE HUNTING WON'T 
SHOOT AT THE CARGO, 


PIRATES? CONTRACT Jf" ENNESBY, GET MASSEY UP 
DION'T SAY NOTHIN’ J) HERE. WE'VE GOT A FINE~ 
"BOUT PIRATES. PRINT DISPUTE, AND NEED 
THE ESCAPE CLAUSES 

‘SEALED OFF, STAT. 


‘CAPTAIN, THE MORE 
TROOPS WE PUT ON THE 
LEVELHEAD, THE MORE 


‘WE'RE LIKELY TO LOSE, | 


IF THEY GET CLOSE ENOUGH TO. 
BOARD HER, IT'S BECAUSE WE'RE 
‘OUTGUNNED. HAVING A PLATOON 
‘ON BOARD WILL ONLY GET THEM 
KILLED. 


BESIDES, WE WANT AS 
MANY TROOPS AS POSSIBLE IN 
ASSAULT BOATS, SO WHEN TAG 
RIPPLES THE PIRATE SHIPS WE'VE 


ACCORDING TO THE 


TIPPER THERES NO Ai, oN) 


THE LEVELHEAD, BUT SHE 

‘CAN BE PILOTED SAFELY BY 

‘ONE PERSON. THAT FREES 
UP ALOT OF PEOPLE, 


IT SOUNDS LIKE YOU'RE CRAP. IS THAT 
VOLUNTEERING TO BE WHAT [SOUND 
SACRIFICED AT THE FIRST 

SIGN OF TROUBLE. 


YOU KNOW WHAT? IT'S FINE. \ ( THE GRUNTS WILL HAVE A { YOU ALREADY HAVE } | YOU'RE SURE IT’S NOT TREEP TRYING TO FORGET 
TLLDOIT. PLL PLOT THE LITTLE MORE RESPECT |) THEIR RESPECT. ( | JUST THE ANTIMATTER YOU'VE GOT THOSE. 


LEVELHEAD WHILE EVERYONE 7] FOR ME IF THEY SEE ME |( THEYRE TERRIFIED ) | GRENADES IN MY 
ELSE STAYS ON THE ToucH- J |_ONTHEPOINTYEND AT |‘ BY YOURMAD- / | EPAULETS? 
LEAST ONCE. | | SCIENTIST ACT. 


‘SERGEANT, I WANT YOU TO} | CAPTAIN, HE'LL BE ALOT SAFER HERE. AT} | can hide in air- || WE'RE NOT EXPECTING And | can put 
ACCOMPANY COMMANDER | LEAST I'VE GOT THIS FANCY NEW ARMOR. {'vents and survive | | HAD VACUUM ON THIS ) { foles in the ul 
ANOREYASN ASOARD THE J] | WE DON'T HAVE ANYTHING LIKE THAT in hard vacua, | | TRIP, SERGEANT, wich ho warnin 
LEVELHEAD, FOR HIM at al 


‘TAG, THIS IS KEVYN ABOARD U OTHER CARGO WILL BE JOINING 
THE LEVELHEAD. ‘YOU IN THE CANISTER, AND I 
NEED YOU TO COVER UP SO 

‘THE DELIVERY CREWS CAN'T 

SEE WHAT EXACTLY WE'RE 


HOW FAST CAN 
YOU FAS A WRAP 
‘OF SOME SORT? 


DO YOU WANT EXTRUSIONS: 
OF PRESSED ORGANIC 
FIBERS, OR_A HOMOGENOUS 
‘SHEET OF LONG-CHAIN 
‘MONOMERS? 


‘AHH, THE AGE-OLD QUESTION: 
PAPER OR PLASTIC? 


THE LEVELHEAD IS EN ROUTE WITH ITS CARGO ‘COMMANDER ANDREVASN AND SERGEANT SCHLOCK HAVE SPENT THELAST 


OF ORES, COMETARY ICE, FOODSTUFFS, AND A TWO DAYS PLAYING SOME “FAMLILY-FAVORITE” BOARD GAMES. 


‘BUT MY CLERIC IS ON A 
“TRIPLE-WORD-SCORE, 
HE GETS AN ATTACK OF 

‘OPPORTUNITY. 


Can | burn a NO,T THIN YOUHAVE] PT opciGigAy] AND, FINALLY WE HAVE SOME | [TAG AND ENNESEY ARE 
point oF TO MORTGAGE ONE OF COMPANY. CAPTAIN, ARE YOU | | EVALUATING IT NOW. THE 
YOUR HOTELS. GETTING THIS FEED? | | PAIR OF CORVETTES WE. 
WERE EXPECTING 15 


ede? 
RIGHT OUT FRONT. 


“oh. n ir 7 ‘OKAY... PLAN 8. WE LET THEM KEVYN, ARE YOU SURE ASOUT BREACHERS. IT LOOKS 
Uno Bad nous, Our is uawcie) | Te fee ob wees me J] | fact uur eens Cerne” (ue nase sackets 


BACK. | CAN TAKE | | TOUCH-AND-GO UNDER ‘THEM BOARD THE LEVELHEAD, Jy ME. THESE GUYS AREN'T 
WRAPS, AND SPRING THE TRAP ]I | AND... OH, CRAP. WE'VE GOT MESSING AROUND. 
ONCE THAT DESTROYER HAS f | INCOMING, MULTIPLE TRACKS. 
PEELED OFF FOR THEIR NEXT 
ENGAGEMENT. 


IF WE LET THEM TAKE US 
HOME TO UNPACK, WE CAN 
ROLL UP THEIR WHOLE BASE 
(OF OPERATIONS IN ONE GO. 


TENNESBY, HAVE THE ESCORTS 
GIVE ME SOME COVER. NO WAY 
‘ARE MY SHIELDS GOING TO 
DEFLECT ALL OF 


py 
ASD 


lasma lance! Direct hit 
on the Lovalhoad's 
conning tower. 


SEE THAT, SERGEANT? 
THATIS A CRITICAL HIT, 


COMMANDER ANDREYAS! 
‘ARE YOU AWAKE IN 


“J 


HEY... I'M ALIVE. WHAT 
TIME IS IT? 


THERE? 


CAN T RETIRE ON THE 
LONG POSITIONS IN MY, 
STOCK PORTFOLIO? 7 


YOU'VE BEEN OUT FOR SIXTY-) | | IT'S KIND OF A LONG STORY. IT] 
THREE DAYS, WAS TWO WEEKS BEFORE WE 
KNEW YOU COULD STILL 
BE SAVED. 


‘SIKTY-THREE? 
WHAT TOOK WE WAITED FOR THE 
YOU SO LONG? PIRATES TO HAUL US TO 
THEIR BASE, AND THEN WE 

WAITED SOME MORE FOR 

‘THEIR DESTROYER TO LEAVE. 


SCHLOCK MANAGED TO _ [I'LL BE SURE 
STAY HIDDEN THAT WHOLE | TO THANK 
TIME WITH YOUR HEAD INA | HIM. 
NANNY-BAG. HE SAVED. 
YOUR LIFE, YOU KNOW. 


Are you done 
growing my 
servant & 


SCHLOCK CAN'T TAKE ALL 
THE CREDIT, THOUGH, 


ELF LED THE BOARDING PARTY 
‘THAT RECOVERED BOTH OF YOU. 


Yeah, after! Found a 
comm and called For 
help. 


‘AH, iY CABANA-BOY AND MY 


CABANA-BLOB. 


1M GOING TO a 


HAVE TO PAY You 
TWO BACK, 1 SEE. 


My manservant 

can be your 
cabana-b 
every ol 

be 


| mapped out Che 
base, and helped 
plan the attack. 


os 


rave 
iF 


\ 


YEAH, BUT YOU LOST YOUR 
PLASGUN IN AN AIR VENT, 
AND MISSED OUT ON THE 

CARNAGE. 


IC wouldn't 4ir in the 

stupid air ‘vert. | hact 

to shove just to get 
Kevun's head in 
there with me. 


WELL, THAT EXPLAINS 
THE HEADACHE, 


L~] 


) 


‘ACTUALLY, COMMANDER, THE } | | YOU'VE GOT SOME FUNNY FLAVOR (DEFINE “FUNNY.” WHEN IT HAPPENS TO YOU, RATHER THAN 
HEADACHE IS PROBABLY MY (OF SLOOD-NANNIES IN YOUR HAPPENING TO ME? 

SYSTEM, IT TOOK ME ALMOST A 
MONTH TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO 
(QUIESCE THE LITTLE BUGSIES 
BEFORE REGENERATION COULD 


‘SO... MY BLOODSTREAM 
1S FULL OF SLAPSTICK. 


‘SOMETIMES NANOMACHINES 
TREAT REGENERATION ‘BOTS 
AS HOSTILE INVADERS. 


YOURS WERE PARTICULARLY 
AGGRESSIVE, AND I COULDN'T| 
DOA THING WITH YOU OTHER, 
‘THAN INDUCE A COMA AND 
LOOK FOR THEIR “STANDBY” 
SWITCH, 


THE HEADACHE YOU'VE 
GOT IS A SIDE-EFFECT 
(OF THE COMA- 
INDUCERS. 


HOW ABOUT SLIPPING 
ME SOME "INDUCERS" 
WITH EUPHORIC SIDE- 
EFFECTS? 


HAPPY HOUR BEGINS IN 
ABOUT TWO MINUTES, 


Tot FOR YOU) 
SERCEMNT, 


AND HE MADE ME 
COMMANDER ELLEN "ELF" FOXWORTHY Freel smaRr. 1 GUESS 
5 BUSY EULOGIZING HER FRIEND, THIS 15 My LAST] 


‘OVER, AND COMRADE-IN-ARi CHANCE TO THANK 
LOVER, AND COMRADE-IN-ARS. ANCE TO THANK 


‘COMMANDER KEVYN ANDREVASN I LYING AT THE BOTTOM 
OF A HOLE, HIS THROAT BITTEN OUT AY A JEOPARD, HE HAS. 
HAD NO HEARTBEAT FOR THE LAST FIFTEEN MINUTES, 


SO... UM, THANKS, I JUST WISH T'O BEEN 
SMARTER, OR FASTER, OR SOMETHING. 
MAYBE THEN WE'D BE LAUGHING RIGHT Joss 
NOW, SPENDING OUR PAY, AND 

WEARING ACTUAL CLOTHING. 

‘AND, YOU KNOW... NOT 

HAVING A FUNERAL. 


Os 


THERE IS STILL ACTIVITY INSIOE 
HIS BRAIN. THE HALLUCINATIONS 
INDUCED BY SHOCK AND HYPOXIA 
HAVE GIVEN WAY TO SOMETHING 
ELSE WITH THE HELP OF A FEW 
BILTON FOREIGN BODIES. 


‘GOOD-BYE, KEWN. IF 
WE EVER GET OFF THIS, 
ROCK, T SWEAR WE'LL 
BRING YOU WITH 

US. PLL O16 YOU 

UB WITH My 

BARE HANDS 

IF I HAVE TO, 


THESE NANO- 
MACHINES ARE 
KEEPING HIS 
MIND ALIVE, 
BUT HE IS NOT 
LISTENING TO 
ELFS EULOGY, 


WELCOME BACK TO 


‘RIGHT NOW HE IS REMEMBERING HAPPIER TIMES, HE IS THE LAND OF THE 
COMPLETELY OUT OF TOUGH WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD| LIVING, COMMANDER. 


ea 8) ceeae 


IN HONOR OF YOUR RETURN 

3D FROM CORPSICLE-COUNTY, 

WE ARE HAVING AN ICE-CREAM 

PARTY, YOU'RE THE GUEST OF HONOR. 


“And that means J Back atcha, with 
you have to 4 interest! WELL... ALMOST COMPLETELY. 
serve the Food. 

Scoop mine First, 


FIRST DAY BACK ON THE 
JOB, AND YOU START A 
FOOD FIGHT, NICE. 


YOU COULD HAVE STOPPED IT, 


RATHER THAN BREAKING OUT 
‘THE CANS OF WHIPPED CREAM, 


IT’S OKAY, KEVYN. EVERYBODY HAD 
A.GOOD TIME, EVEN ELF - SHE 
LOOKED PRETTY COMFORTASLE 
COVERED IN WHIPPED CREAM, 


HER COMMAND CHAIN, 
WE PROEABLY SHOULDN'T BE 
‘ENTERTAINING THAT THOUGHT. 


‘OKAY. SCHLOCK LOOKED 
EVEN MORE COMPORTABLE 
COVERED IN THE STUFF. 


‘THAT'S OVERKILL. I'M SHOOTING 
FOR “DON'T THINK ABOUT ELF,” AND 
YOU'RE TAKING US ALL THE WAY TO 
*INEED TO GOUGE OUT MY EYES." 


THINK. OF MY EYES. 
SIR, MY POOR EYES, 


MONTHS IS'A LONG COMMANDER AFTER SHE LED THE | TO FULL COMMANDER, BUT I | RIGHT BEHIND YOU.) \\_CAN CONTAIN HER IN JUNIOR 


YOU KNOW, TWO. )A PROMOTED ELF TO LIEUTENANT | I WANT TOPROMOTEHER | SHE'S STANDING | { TACTICALLY, | DON'T THINK WE 
TIME, YOU LEFT AL RESCUE MISSION TO RETRIEVE YOU. | HAVE TO MAKE SURE YOU'RE (GRADES FOR VERY LONG. 


PRETTY BIGHOLE p=) THE GRUNTS AND THE REST OF THE KO OKAY WITH IT FIRST. 
‘WHILE YOU WERE. OFFICERS FELL RIGHT INTO PLACE. 
GONE. ‘SHE LEADS WELL. 


IF YOU WANT TO PROMOTE ELF TO YOU'RE RIGHT. 
COMMANDER, I THINK THAT'S FINE. 

SHE'LL DO A GOOD JOB ~ BETTER 

THAN ME, FOR SURE. SHE'S 

EARNED IT. 


BUT SHE'LL STILL GE 
TN YOUR COMMAND CHAIN, 

‘THE FLIRTING, LIKE BACK ON 
MAHUITALOTU® THAT WOULD 

BE DISASTROUS. YOU TWO CAN'T 
DATE AS CAPTAIN AND COMMANDER, 


‘OF COURSE, SINCE YOU 
‘TWO WILL BOTH BE 
COMMANDERS, YOU 

COULD DATE. 


CONGRATULATIONS, 


‘COMMANDER 


THANK YOu, 
‘COMMANDER, 


I'M SORRY FOR THE LOOK ON | 1/ OH, T’M THE ONE WHO 
MY FACE WHEN THE CAPTAIN: | If SHOULD BE SORRY FOR 
JOKED ABOUT US DATING. J I\ THE WAY T LOOKED AT 
THINK YOU'RE VERY NICE. YOu. 1 WAS Just 

SURPRISED, IS ALL 


‘SO... NOW THAT YOU'RE A || 1’M SUPPOSED TO CHASE OOWN ] PAPERWORK, EH? WELL, | AT THE TOP OF THE LIST ) ( AAAIIE! IT'S ON ME! 
COMMANDER, WHAT DOES || THE CORRECTIVE ACTIONS WE 4] PLEASE DON'T GET ANY J 15 “PROBLEMS WITH THE WHAT DID I JusT 
CAPTAIN TAGON RAVE YOU || IDENTIFIED OURING MY ‘OF IT ON ME.I'M TELL YOUR 
WORKING ON? DEBRIEFING, ANKIOUS TO GET 

BACK TO MY LAB. 


‘T'M SURE YOU CAN | | I MISS BASKING IN THE COMFORTING || 


CAN IT WAIT JUST ALITTLE X WHY? YOU SEEM TO | | FINE? MAYBE, IF 1 WERE 
WHILE? I NEED TO FAB SEE JUST FINE | WILLING TO MAKE DO 7) GET BY WITHOUT | | RADIO GLOW OF THE COSMIC/-pur youg 
NIGHT-ISION FOR | | BACKGROUND. ee Oe 


MYSELF A NEW PAIR OF WITHOUT ‘Ent || WITH THE PALTRY 
SLIVER KNOWN AS. A FEW DAYS, ROWAN 


“VISIBLE LIGHT." 


THE BIGGEST PROBLEM WE 
HAD WAS COMMUNICATION. 
THE HYPERNODES WENT DEAD 
AS SOON AS WE BOARDED, 
THEY WERE JAMMING US. 


REALLY? HOW DID } [| WE USED HAND- 
YOU MANAGE TO pf SIGNALS AT FIRST. 
WORK AROUND UT EVENTUALLY 1 
NEEDED TO TALK, SO 

WE DECIDED TO TAKE 

‘OUR HELMETS OFF, 


YOU KNOW THAT "EXTERNAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS" 
LIGHT THAT BLINKS RED 
SOMETIMES? 


WELL, WHEN YOURE TAKING. 
YOUR HELMET OFF IT NEEDS 
TO SAY SOMETHING A LITTLE 
MORE DIRECT, LIKE “THERE'S 
NO AIR OUT THERE” 


FORTUNATELY, ANDY MANAGED! UNFORTUNATELY THAT'S 
TO GET HIS HELMET OFF AND | (BECAUSE WE STOPPED TAKING 


BACK ON AGAIN BEFORE ANY ‘OUR HELMETS OFF WHEN WE 
OF TUE REST OF Us COULD jf SAW 'HIS EYEBALLS EXPLODE 


HE SAT OUT THE 

REST OF THE OPERATION 

SUCKING ON PAINKILLERS AND 
LISTENING TO SOOTHING "YOU HAVE 
BEEN NEUTRALIZED” HOLD MUSIC. 


TES SKIP THE BLOW-BY-BLOW. 
WHY DON'T YOU JUST HAND ME THE 
AFTER-ACTION REPORT, AND I'LL 
MAKE THE APPROPRIATE 
ADJUSTMENTS? 


TOONT THINK T TRUST YOU 
TO MAKE THE "APPROPRIATE" 
ADJUSTMENTS. I HAVE TO 
WEAR THIS STUFF, AND T 
NEED TO KNOW EXACTLY 
HOW IT WORKS, 


VO OFFENSE, ELF, BUT THIS 
"STUFF" IS COMPLICATED. I 
CAN BARELY FIGURE IT OUT. 
‘MYSELF. THERE'S NO WAY 
YOU ARE GOING TO 
UNDERSTAND HOW 

TT WORKS, 


EXCUSE Ne? ARE 
YOU CALLING te 


‘OH, NO. FAR 
FROM IT. 


TM CALLING You 
"NOT NEARLY AS 
SMART AS ME,” 


ELF, I'VE SEEN YOUR WHAT 00 YOU HAVE, | THAT'S DIFFERENT. | YEAH, AND HIGH-SCHOOL 
FILE. YOU DON'T EVEN SMARTY-PANTS? T| LEFT THOSE RESEARCH | WAS SOOO INTERESTING 
HAVE A SECONDARY HEARD YOU DROPPED | _ PROGRAMS BECAUSE 

‘SCHOOL DIPLOMA. ‘OUT, TOO. | THEY WEREN'T HOLDING 


MY INTEREST. 


‘ELF, SECONDARY SCHOOL NO, I'M SAYING YOUR 
COMPLETION IS A KEY INDICATOR. SQ NOW YOU ARE ) | EDUCATIONAL (GO AHEAD, FINISH 
INDICATOR FOR APTITUDE. SAYING I'M STUPID] | BACKGROUND THE SENTENCE, 


INDICATES... UMM, 


T COULO BE LETTERED 
WHERE IT MATTERS. SOME 
PLACES TREAT “EQUIVALENT 
EXPERIENCE" JUST 

LIKE A DEGREE 


EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE? 
YOU'VE SPENT FIVE YEARS AS 
‘A.GRUNT! THE CLOSEST 
YOU'VE COME TO HIGHER 
MATH IS TRYING TO COUNT 
BULLETS FOR YOUR SOUAD. 


OKAY, FINE. HOW MUCH 
‘AMMO! WOULD YOU NEED 
FOR A SQUAD OF EIGHT, 
CARRYING GAUSSPISTOLS, 
TO ENGAGE IN BEHINO- 
THE-LINES GUERILLA 
ACTION FOR TWO WEEKS? 


NO, INSUFFICIENT 
EDUCATION. 1 CAN 
‘ACTUALLY COUNT 
THOSE BULLETS. 


FINE. YOU COUNT BULLETS: 
BETTER THAN IDO, THAT 
DOESN'T MEAN YOU'RE 
GOING TO BE ABLE TO 
GRASP THE NUANCES OF 
ARMOR FABRICATION. 


YOURE RIGHT. 
TT OOESN'T. 


SO WE AGREE? 


IF YOU DON'T LET ME POKE AROUND WITH 
THE FABBER CONTROLS, I'M GOING TO. 
GRASP YOUR NUANCES AND FEED THEM TO 
YOU IN VERY SMALL BITES. 


‘OKAY THEN, 
TLL WAIT 
‘OVER HERE. 


T'VE GENEROUSLY OFAY, BA BURRESS TICALLY) BUT THE MOMENT 1 ETON THAT OU 

GET FABSER TIME 6Y OFFERING ME PHYSICAL 
PRSEABBERFOR 8 LIFTLE WHILE, Your PERMANENT GENITAL HARM, YOU'LL BE. YOU KNOW, FORGET | 
Generous?) | DAMAGE. SAID ANYTHING. 


THE FASSER FOR A LITTLE WHILE. 


OKAY, 1 CONE | 
WHAT DID 


YOU MAKE? 


IT'S A COMM. UNIT WITH 
‘MULTIPLE TRANSCEIVERS 
FOR IR, SHORTWAVE, 
TIGHTBEAM, DIFFERENCE 
TONE, AND’ HYPERNET, 


‘OH, AND T DESIGNED A 
CONTACT PATCH, SO YOU 
CAN TALK TO EACH 
OTHER WITH NO POWER 
IE YOU TOUCH HELMETS 
UST RIGHT. 


IT THOUGHT YOU 
WERE GOING TO 
GO THROUGH THE 
TUTORIAL FIRST. 


THE INFANTRY DOESN'T 
NEED A ROBOT 006 
THAT BARKS "HELLO. 


AND THEN SHE CONVINCED THE FABBER TO COUGH UP 
‘THE FINEST MULTI-BAND COMM UNIT I'VE EVER SEEN. 


I'VE SPENT THE LAST TWO DAYS. 
STRESS~TESTING IT, AND IT'S SOLID. 
HER USE OF DISTRISUTED DESIGN WAS 
BRILLIANT. IN ORDER TO KNOCK OUT AN 
ARMORED SOLDIER'S COMMUNICATIONS 
IN ONE SHOT, YOU WOULD HAVE TO 

VAPORIZE HIS HEAD. 


AND THAT ALWAYS. 
WORKS. ‘WELL YEAH. BUT 
= ‘THESE ARE PRETTY 


‘SOLID HELMETS. 


S0., THE ARMOR IS 
WORKING SETTER 
NOW. DID YOU HAVE 
APOINT TO MAKE 
BESIDES THAT? 


YEAH, SOMEWHERE ON CELESCHUL THERE'S A SECONDARY | [WHO WOULD SE 
‘SCHOOL COUNSELOR WHO COMPLETELY FAILED THIS GIRL. } | USING THEM TO 
Ir THERE WERE ANY JUSTICE SHE'D HAVE HALF A DOZEN 4 | SHOOT AT US. 
DOCTORATES AND WOULD BE DESIGNING DEFENSE 

SYSTEMS FOR WEALTHY, PARANOID GOVERNMENTS. 


OKAY, SO MAYBE 
IPSNOT JUSTICE 
We WANT. 


TSTILL DONT SEE YOUR POINT. I PROMOTED | [ WHICH MEANS You DIDN'T Wf I..1GUESS I DIDN'T ] | You PROBABLY ‘SHE'S GOING TO 
HER, AND NOW YOU'RE TELLING ME SHE'S THINK SHE WAS QUALIFIED h SHOULD THAVE SAID | ] OWE HER AN FEED ME MY NUANCES 
‘QUALIFIED FOR THE JOB? BEFORE, EVEN THOUGH YOU By SOMETHING? DO 1] | APOLOGY. IN VERY SMALL BITES, 

WENT ALONG WITH IT? ‘OWE YOU AN TJUST KNOW IT. 


APOLOGY? 


REVEREND, WHAT'S THE BEST 
WAY TO ABOLOGIZE TO. 
SOMEONE? 


LOOK THEM IN THE EYE 
AND TELL THEM THAT 
YOU'RE SORRY. 


LNEED TO APOLOGIZE TO. 
ELF FOR MAKING HER FEEL 
STUPID. 


‘SHOUT THE APOLOGY AT A DEAD RU! 
AND RETREAT UNDER COVERING FIRE 
PROVIDED &Y TROOPS LOYAL ONLY 


TO YOU. 
“EKACT WORDING 
WILL VARY." GOT IT, 


Se csact vorone 

Wil VARI SERSIDNG UP 

usw Soot wroees fs 
so skeet chow 
RSL Glee prion 


KEVIN, RELAX, I KNOW THAT 
IF YOU APOLOGIZE To 
‘COMMANDER FORWORTHY 
SINCERELY, SHE WILL 
FORGIVE You, 


JUST GO, KEVYN. DO THE RIGHT THING, ) | SO... SHE ALREADY 
you LOWCAN | AND REAB THE REWARD OF THE TALKED TO YOU 
KNOW THAT? | RIGHTEOUS. ABOUT ME. 


‘CAREFUL. YOU'RE UNDERMINING MY 


CONFIDENTIALTY POLICY AND THE MIRACLE OF 
PRESCIENT FOREKNOWLEDGE AT THE SAME TIME. 


Mi. 


ELF, I'M SORRY. | TREATED YOU 
BADLY, AND I SHOULDN'T HAVE. 


TKNOW YOU'RE SMART. | GUESS 
I'M JUST USED TO ASSUMING. 
‘THAT NOBODY CAN POSSIBLY BE 
AS SMART AS ME. 


WOW. EGO-TRIP MUCH?) | | THE ONLY THING LEFT ) ( GOOD LUCK 
ieaeailel FOR ME TO LEARN IS FINDING A 
HUMILITY TEACHER WHO 

WON'T KILL YOU 


I'M DOING THIS WRONG. 1 
SHOULDN'T BE APOLOGIZING BY 
TELLING YOU HOW SMART I 
THOUGHT YOU WEREN'T. 


YOUR WORK ON THAT COMM UNIT WAS | DOES IT COUNT AS AN 
BRILLIANT. YOU ARE BRILLIANT. THE ‘APOLOGY IF YOU GO 
GALAXY IS|A POORER PLACE FOR HAVING] " ON TO BLAME THE 
PUT YOU INA POSITION WHERE WE'RE] GALAXY FOR STUFF? 
‘ONLY NOW DISCOVERING JUST HOW 

BRILLIANT YOU ARE, 


OKAY, I'M STILL Jf JUST GO BACK TO. 


DOING THIS 


THE "BRILLIANT: BITS 
AND NOODLE AROUND 
THERE FOR A WHILE 


DEPEND ON HOW SMART THE FOOD'S FREE. ENGINEERING 


LET ME START AGAIN: THE WAY Ju | SO THERE IT [{ APOLOGY ACCEPTED. 7 OKAY. MAKE THOPE THIS CAN BE 
TREAT PEOPLE SHOULDN'T IS. I'M SORRY, BUY ME DINNER? | ( ABOARD SHIP? ALL’) | Me DINNER TREATED AS AN 
THEY ARE. PROBLEM, 


CAA 


TT SHOULDN'T HAVE MATTERED 
WHETHER OR NOT I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE BRILLIANT. 1 STILL 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN NICE TO YOU, 


THREE HOURS LATER. 


IT'S NO USE. ICANT COOK, SO 
‘THERE'S NO WAY I'M GOING TO 
BE ASLE TO TEACH THE FABER 
HOW TO COOK. 


‘OH, T DON'T KNOW. YOU [SOMEHOW I THINK THERE'S | [ DOES IT COUNT AS “BUYING YOU DINNER” IF T 

GOT IT TO PUSH OUT THAT )\ MORE TO "COOKING" THAN | | COERCE THE COMPANY CHEF INTO MAKING 

SALTY PROTEIN PASTE. “EXTRUDING EDIBLE | | SOMETHING SPECIAL FOR US? 
HYDROCARBONS.” 


MAKE HIM PRINT UP A 


7 THIN WE'LL HAVE TO SETTLE WENU WITH THE PRICE 
ee OF YOUR BRIBE ON IT. 


FOR "BUY" INSTEAD OF "MAKE." 


VET 
‘SCENIC PART OF THE REC-DECK 
‘ABOARD THE TOUCH-AND-60. 


‘Tf IMPRESSED. YOU GOT 
CHEF CHVORTHA TO 


PREPARE FOOD WITHOUT 


UREEING IT, 


‘THAT'S NOT NEARLY AS IMPRESSIVE AS ] If I WAS THE OFFICER-IN-CHARGE. 
THIS SWIMMING DECK, DID YOU DO ALL THE NECESSARY HOOKUPS 
ALL THIS WHILE I WAS COMATOSE? B WERE ALREADY IN PLACE, 
THOUGH. WE JUST NEEDED TO 

REPLACE THE VEGETATION, 


TTHINK IT'S A GREAT IDEA TAGON [-( YEAH. He RAN IT PAST ME AND THE REST 
WANTED TO CONVERT THIS DECK (OF THE NON-COMATOSE OFFICERS. IF 
ANYONE BUILT ANYTHING 816. DOWN 

ab HERE, WE'D HAVE TO CUT MASSIVE 
ACCESS HATCHES THROUGH 


Ss > SEVERAL DECKS. 


TO ANOTHER ENGINEERING BAY. 


AND YOU TALKED HIM, 
‘OUT OF IT? NICE 
WORK, 


"YOU'VE GOT HUGE APTITUDE [[ WE'LL JUST HAVE 10) 
FOR ENGINEERING. [HAVE TO [hy FINO OUT, THEN 
WONDER WHAT ELSE YOU'D. WON'T WE? 

BE GOOD AT. 


0 
VDA | 


T,, UM, SORRY, THAD, 


A MOUTHFUL OF 
PRAWNS, 


LIKE CHICKEN, 


| YOU... YOU a YOU LIKE ME ENOUGH THAT } | OH, IT MATTERS. YOU'D BETTER 
KISSED ME, p IT DIDN'T MATTER? HAVE A SPARE TOOTHBRUSH 
BACK IN YOUR CABIN, 


‘COMMANDER KEVYN ANDREVASN IS ENJOVING ‘BUT THE NANO-MACHINES KEEPING HES BRAIN ALIVE HAVE 
A VERY HAPPY MEMORY RIGHT NOW. alii, | | aone ate THEY CAN FOR NOW. 27-15 TENE FOR Hill TO SET UE 


IS If POSSIGLE | IHOPE SO. 0 HATE TO, 
THAT INTELLIGENCE | THINK IT WAS THE 
‘AN APHRODISIAC? | PRAWNS WE 
SHARED. 


"UP"TS TOUGH TO GET. DEATH STILL HAS A GRIP ON MUCH OF 
KEVIN'S BODY, AND HE IS BURIED UNDER A METER OF SOFT DIRT. 


KEVIN'S ABNORMAL BLOOD- 
NANNIES DEFENDED SAPIENCE 
AND SENTIENCE AS BEST THEY 
‘COULD, BUT THEIR WORK WAS 
IMPERFECT. HIS HEART BEGINS 
TO BEAT, PUSHING THE LAST OF 
THE EXTRACTED OXYGEN TO 


EXTREMITIES NOW BEING JUMP- 
STARTED WITH THE METABOLIC 
EQUIVALENT OF ROCKET FUEL. 
HIS MIND IS FLOODED WITH 
THE EXOTIC COMPOUNDS, HIS 
IDENTITY FULLY CONSUMED BY ‘SWEPT AWAY ON A TIDE OF SYNTHETIC HORMONES, STARVING FOR A BREATH, CONFUSED 
A CRUSHING, CHEMICAL PANE, AND TERRIFIED, KEVYN'S FRACTURED CONSCIOUSNESS EMBRACES A SINGLE THOUGHT. 


nal 


1AM COMMANDER KEVYN 

ANDREVASN, HAVE 

‘SHAPED THE DESTINIES 

OF WORDS, OF 
IATIONS, OF 

GALAKIES, J“? 


HAVE CREATED AND DESTROYED. 
IHAVE FOLLOWED AND I HAVE 
LED. THAVE KNOWN LOVE AND IT 
HAS KNOWN ME BACK. 


IFLIRT WITH DEATH FOR A} | ERR... FOUR. I'M PRETTY SURE DIGGING 
LIVING, AND T HAVE: ‘MY WAY OUT OF & SHALLOW GRAVE 
CHEATED THE REAPER AT J] | MEANS I'VE CHEATED AGAIN. 

LEAST THREE TIMES. 


1 SURE WISH I COULD 
REMEMBER HOW I GOT INTO THAT 
HOLE, OR WHERE MY CLOTHES ARE. 


‘OKAY, I KNOW MY NAME, I REMEMBER JAMIE THE LAST THING I REMEMBER | | I’M PRETTY SURE SHE DIDN'T] | BUT ONLY “PRETTY” SURE. I'VE HEARD. 
AS MUCH OF MY LIFE AS'I THINK I WAS KISSING ELF. | | DRUG ME AND STICK MEIN] | HORRISLE THINGS ASOUT FIRST DATES. 
‘SHOULD, BUT 1 DON'T KNOW THAT HOLE. 

HOW I GOT HERE. 


‘TT FEELS LIKE 1 HAVEN'T HAD A 
NICE, CLOSE SHAVE IN TWO 
WEEKS OR SO. 


JOWL STUBBLE IS WHOA... SCAR TISSUE!? OKAY, MAYBE I 
‘CONSISTENT WITH THAT. ) | DID HAVE A CLOSE SHAVE RECENTLY, 


THROAT STUSEL 


THROAT SCARRING... OKAY, 
‘SOMEBODY BURIED ME BECAUSE 
‘THEY THOUGHT I WAS DEAD. 


‘THOSE ABNORMAL BLOOD 
NANNIES THE DOC WAS TELLING 
ME ABOUT MUST HAVE DONE 

‘SOME SERIOUS REGENERATION, 


BUT 1 FEEL GREAT. THERE'S: 
NO PAIN, AND THAT MEANS 
‘THERE WAS NO TISSUE 
DEATH. 


ENDORPHINS AND 
NANOCHEMISTRY. 


IS TO WAIT 
‘AND SEE IF 
THEY WEAR 


‘COMMANDER KEVYN ANDREVASN 15 J || HEIs SUFFERING FROM THE PAIN OF MULTTPLE MUSCLE- 
ALIVE, BUT RIGHT NOW HE WISHES TESSUE INFARCTIONS. CHUNKS OF HEM ARE DEAD, AND 


HE WERE OTHERWISE. HIS CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM IS COMPLAINING LOUDLY. 


AWAY, THE GRAVESTTE HURTS 
HE WAS BURIED FOR OVER AN HOUR HES LOVER AND His COMBADES IN 00 mick 
“ARMS ARENOW FOUR MILES AWAY, AND CANNOT HEAR HIM SCREAM. 1 
f & 
Ay 


CONTRAIL! EVRYBODY ) ( WHAT'S THE 
TAKE COVER! 


y 


THE BAD GUYS HAVE GRAVITICS, 
AND WOULON'T BE LEAVING 
CONTRAILS. THEY'VE ALSO GOT 
SCANNING GEAR THAT CAN SEE 
THROUGH THE TREES IF THEY 
KNOW WHERE TO LOOK. 


CONTRAIL! EV'RYBODY JUMP UP 
AN" DOWN AN! WAVE YER ARMS! 


‘TT LOOKS LIKE IT MIGHT BE 
HEADED BACK THE WAY WE 
CAME, BUT T CAN'T TELL IF 
IT'S CLIMBING OR 
DESCENDING. 


‘That's because your eyes Jal 
are too close together. 


Also, you don't have 
enough oF them. 


it's about 7,000 meters THEN WE DON'T WANT TO || SO LET'S HEAD IN THE OPPOSITE What if iS THEN WE ARE GOING 
vp, and agecencing. Me f 1] know wars dace mar || out unex rrcane ream || Srossed 8") 2s mous our 

i des 4 : 
guess is W's headed 60 ] I {inv AND IV's NOT saee. || Haack ougseuves a miPeconm,] | S24, 


AND GET OFF OF THIS ROCK 


‘A COUPLE OF MINUTES | | IT LOOKED LIKE A CONTRAIL, SUT 

‘GOI THOUGHT SAW UIT WAS THERE AND THEN GONE SO 

SOMETHING UP THERE. 1 FAST... IT COULD HAVE BEEN A 
METEOR. “, 


 - 


THEN AGAIN, "A COUPLE OF 
MINUTES AGO" THE SUN WAS HIGH IN 
"THE SKY, AND NOW IT'S SETTING. 


‘SO... EITHER THE PAIN IS J] | BOTH ARE GOOD REASONS TO WANT TO 
CAUSING EXTREME TIME $f | GET OFF OF THIS DIRTBALL. 
‘COMPRESSION AND 
MEMORY LAPSES, OR THIS 
PLANET SPINS FAST 
[ENOUGH TO HAVE A ONE- 
HOUR DAY. 


[ATER MY NAP. 


THE ANSWER IS "SHHH. YOULL 


Jy WAKE HEM UP, AND aTGHT NOW 
HE REALLY NEEDS HIS SLEEP.” 


ITHAS BEEN 26 HOURS SINCE HE 
“DIED.” COMMANDER ANDREVASN | 
IS STILL IN ROUGH SHAPE. 


HIS SLEEP FOR THE LAST 14 
HOURS HAS BEEN NATURAL 
L| Ano OREAMLESS. 
YOU MIGHT ASK “WHY CAN HE 


REMEMBER SOME STUFF, BUTNOT 
HOW HE ENDED UP MOSTLY DEAD 
oe IN PRIMITIVE CIRCUMSTANCES?” 


‘COMMANDER KEVYN 


ANDREVASN I: 
AWAKE NOW. 


TDONT ENOW NOW GOT JNM IM PRETTY SURE SOMETHING 
ORY, IME FOR |] HERE, AND I DON'T KNOW TRIED TO EAT ME! AND 
INVENTORY. | | WHO ELSE MIGHT BE HERE SOMEBODY BURIED ME, 
With me SUT TDON'T REMEMBER 

NY OF THAT 


THAVE A SUTT-FLAP, 

THAT LOOKS LIKE IT WAS 

(CUT FROM A DEAD ANIMAL BY 
‘SOMEBODY USING A SHARP 

ROCK, AND I HAVE THE TWO STICKS 
SOMEONE USED FOR MY HEADSTONE. 


‘SUMMARY: TAM NAKED, ALONE, 
AND TALKING TO MYSELF. 


INSTINCTS LIKELY ARISING. 
FROM MY Y-CHROMOSOME 
TELL ME THE SOLUTION IS: 
TO BUILD AFIRE. 


FLINT AND STEEL WOULD WORK, 
T-COULD PROBABLY FIND THE NECESSARY 
COMPONENTS, BUT I WILL NEED FIRE TO 
‘SMELT THE ORES INTO SERVICABLE 
STEEL... WHICH MEANS THIS LINE OF 
THOUGHT JUST WENT RECURSIVE, 


TCOULD MAKE FRICTION MATCHES, 
'BUT I WOULD NEED TO DISTILL 
SEVERAL CHEMICALS, AND THAT MEANS 
HAVING FIRE ALREADY HANDY. AGAIN 
WITH THE RECURSION, 


WHAT WAS THAT GUY'S NAME, WITH THE 
LIGHTNING? BENJAMIN FRANKENSTEIN? IF 
THAD ENOUGH STRING, AND FABRIC FOR 
AKITE, AND A THUNDERSTORM... 


‘COULD PROBABLY 
eLECTROCUTE MYSELF. 


TVE GOT NO INFRASTRUCTURE, 
DON'T NEED TO MAKE FIRE. 1 
NEED TO INVENT THE STUFF. 


‘OH, HEY, TWO STICKS, 


IN THEORY, IT SHOULD BE_ IT WOULD BE NICE IF 1 COULD 
POSSIBLE TO CREATE FIRE IGNITE THEM JUST 8Y SEING 
BY RUBBING TWO STICKS REALLY ANGRY AT THEM. 
TOGETHER. 


THINK I’M RUBBING 
THESE TWO STICKS 
‘THE WRONG WAY, 


‘THEY ARE GETTING WARM, 
UT THE HEAT DISSIPATES 
TOO QUICKLY, THAT 
MEANS MY CONTACT 
POINT IS TOO 

LARGE, 


INEED A VERY SMALL CONTACT POINT, 
ISOLATED AND CONTAINED, SO THE HEAT 

Kcalae ALSO NEED SOME 

‘SERIOUS MECHANICAL 

ADVANTAGE, SO I CAN 

RUS THE STICKS 

FASTER 


THINK THAT MEANS I 
NEED THREE STICKS, 


HELLO, MISTER FOREST-FULL-OF 
‘STICKS, IF YOU THINK T'M EXPLOITING. 
YOUR RESOURCES NOW, JUST YOU 
WAIT UNTIL GET A FIRE LIT. 


HMMM... MECHANICAL ADVANTAGE. | EITHER I GOT RECONSTRUCTIVE ]{ PETEY.1 TOLD HIM 1 DIDN'T ) | *SIGHs ... NOW I'M GOING TO 
MAYBE iF TENT ONE OF THE... HEN J | SURGERY WHILE I SLEPT, OR WANT THOSE SOLDIER (| HAVE TO’ THANK HIM, 
SOMEBODY GAVE ME SOME BOOSTS, GUT HE WENT 
TAY THROAT HEALED UP. $5 5 
topo eared ILLEGAL BLOOD-NANNIES, AHEAD ANG MEDDLED WITH 


1 THINK T'M THIRSTY 
ENOUGH, NOW. T'h 
‘ABOUT TO PASS OUT. 


OKAY... IF YER GONNA ORINK, 
Pn Gowwk bank TOO _ | 


So 


Wy 


| Found some reeds 
and mace straws. 
il that help? 


Lr 


IF 1 CLOSE MY Eves 
"MAYBE I CAN PRETEND YOU'RE 
‘JUST A FAT, WARM CAMELBAK. 


TLL GO, BUT I NEED TO 
IARPEN. MY STICK, 


IT'S WET. ARE YOU KEEPING OUR, 
FLINT FLAKES WHERE YOU'RE 
KEEPING OUR WATER? 


Which answer will 
convince one of 
you monkeus to 
invent pockets? 


‘And POUNCE goes NICE KILL. PLEASE 
‘the sneaky amorph! YOUR ROUTH NOW. 


THERE IS SOMETHING PURE ABOUT HUNTING 
WITH NOTHING MORE THAN A SHARP STICK 


LA 
THE CONTEST BETWEEN PREY AND PREDATOR IS SPIRITUAL. 


‘THE TINDER IS ENOUGH TALK. LET'S 
KEVIN RE-INVENTS THE BOW- NICE AND DRY. MAKE FIRE, AND STOP 
‘AND-DRILL FIRESTARTER, LIVING LIKE AN ANIMAL. 

THE ANIMAL HIDE IS 
‘JUST SLACK ENOUGH 


HERE IN THE BOW. 


‘AND THE DRILL 
FITS NICELY IN 
BOTH SOCKETS, 


HAH! AM NO ANIMAL! 

‘ouch Wi ne TAM MAN, AND I RULE 

INFUSED TORAH. THE VERY FLAMES 
OF HEAVEN! 


[oHCRAPONCRAPOHCRAPONCRAPOHCRAPONCRAPOHCRAPOHGRAPOHCRAPONCRAP OHCRAPONGRAPONCRAPOHCRAP) 


oy 


TF T'VE REALLY GOT SOME SORT OF 
‘SUPER-HEALING NANITES IN ME, T 
COULD PROBABLY RECOVER FROM 
SERIOUS BURNS, 


TM NOT PERFORMING ANY EXPERIMENTS 
ON MYSELF WITHOUT A LARGER. 
CONTROL GROUP. 


TM RUNNING INTO THE WIND, 
AND AWAY FROM THE FLAMES, 
50 THE FIRE SHOULD BE BLOWN. 
BACK, AWAY FROM MY 

DIRECTION OF TRAVEL 


UNLESS THE GROUND-LEVEL WIND. 
TM RUNNING INTO IS JUST A DRAW, 
FEEDING THE FLAMES, AND HIGHER 
WIND CURRENTS ARE PUSHING THE 
CONFLAGRATION TOWARDS ME. 


"ANY KID WHO PLAYS WITH FIRE LEARNS 
THIS STUFF. IT'S TOO BAD 1 WAS 
PLAYING WITH SHAPED CHARGES 
INSTEAD, 


‘OOOH! A STREAM TTISNT QUITE SIG ENOUGH TO J] ALLINEED TO DOIS 
TM SAVED! HIDE IN, BUT IT's GOT TO LEAD JNM FOLLOW IT... 
TO SOMETHING BIGGER, 
we 


TH THE MOVIES, WHEN THE HERO 
ARRIVES AT A PRECIPICE IT'S 
ALWAYS THOUSANDS OF 
METERS UP. 


‘SOMEBODY FIND ME A FILM-MAKER. T 
NEED TO THROW HIM DOWN ON 
‘THOSE ROCKS AND SEE HOW 
PUNCHY THEY ARE, 


FIRE IS CLOSING IN ON BOTH 
SIDES, THE CANYON GETS 
‘STEER AND HIGHER TO THE 
LEFT AND RIGHT... GUESS 
TLLHAVE TO JUMP. 


UNNHHH... OKAY, 


THIS ROCKY LITTLE GROTTO) 
MIGHT BE A SAFE PLACE 
TO WAIT OUT THE 
FOREST FIRE, 


HERE AND REST, THEN, 


KEVIN ACCIDENTALLY STARTED A FIRE. HE IS 
W/ BOTH TOO UNCONSCIOUS AND TOOLOW- 
ID TO FULLY APPRECIATE IT. 


= WHERE THERE'S SMOKE, 
IIS VISIBLE TO KEVIN'S COMPANIONS; WHOSE MARCH THERE'S SOMETHING '/ Ph IT.ZS ALSO VISTALE FROM ORBIT. 
HAS TAKEN THEM OVER A HUNDRED KILOMETERS AWAY. MAKING SMOKE. NOT 


NECESSARILY FIRE, 


YOU KNOW WHAT 
T LEARNED IN ity 
‘SPACE-SCOUT 
FIRE-STARTING 
BADGE? 


Rothing. Thay might as 


WITH 6000 ENOUGH FROM 25,000 LIGHT-YEARS AWAY, HOWEVER.IT WA) voll bo on the other 
SENSORS, IT Is VISIBLE II Wl 15 A LITTLE DIFFICULT TO RESOLVE ANY DETAIL | Sid of tha Galaxy, 


‘FROM SEVERAL LIGHT- 
MINUTES AWAY. 


(FOR STARTERS, YOU HAVE TO WAIT 
FORLIGHT TO TRAVEL 25,000 YEA 


‘COMMANDER ANDREYASN HAS 
NO FEWER THAN FIVE MAJOR 
BONE-BREAKS RIGHT NOW. 


THE NANOMACHINES IN HIS 
‘BLOOD HAVE DEADENED ALL 
THE PAIN. HE FEELS NOTHING. 


NOTHING, THATS, BUT 
A RHYTHMIC STACCATO 
(OF SHARP TACTILE 
PULSES IN HIS BROKEN 
RIGHT FOREARM. 


‘OW, OOH, OW. OOH, 
‘OW. OW. OW, OOH, 


Ly 
On 


ITIS ALMOST AS IF THE NANNIES 
ARE TRYING TO GET HIS ATTENTION. 


Dust off those thermal 
‘synapses. Ula're going 
to play "my hand 

is on Fira" noxt. 


GAAAH! MY HAND 15 ON FIREI HUNH? NO FIRE. BUT UGH. ‘GREAT. A COMPOUND FRACTURE 
WHAT A MESS. REALLY DIDI ‘AND HALLUCINATIONS, 


/ANT TO LOOK AT THAT, 


TEXT... APPEARING 
TM EITHER “PRESS HERE TO 
UT ROKER DREAMING OR | CONTINUE.” OKAY, TLD 
HALLUCINATING, PLAY ALONG, 


AN 


4 


GREAT. THE NANOMACHINES ON 
MY RIGHT SIDE DEVELOPED 
COMMUNAL INTELLIGENCE, AND 


JUST NOW DISCOVERED HUMOR. 


THE NANOMACHINES IN KEVYN'S BODY 
KNOW THAT HE WILL HEAL FASTER IF 
HE SETS THE BROKEN BONES HIMSELF. 


THEY HAVE SUBORNED SUBDERMAL 
CAPILLARIES IN ORDER TO PRINT 
INSTRUCTIONS RIGHT ON HIS ARM. 


“STEP ONE: PULL HAND 
WHILE LOWERING ELBOW" 


“STEP TWO: SLIDE BONE SPLINTER 
'R’ BACK INSIDE SLOT "s 


“STEP THREE: PRESS HERE 
FOR MORE PAINKILLERS.” 


THETR BEDSIDE MANNER IS 
ACTUALLY PRETTY 6000. 


WITH THE HELP OF NANETE-PROVIDED 
INSTRUCTIONS, KEVYN ANDREVASN IS 
‘SETTING HIS OWN BROKEN BONES, 


‘OKAY...ON TO 
MY KNEE. 


GAAAH! WHERE DID 
ALL THIS PUS COME 
PROMI IT LOOKS 
LIKE TAPI- 


(AND CUTTING THE 


A 
AUDIO FEED. SORRY. _I| 


You know, with a litte titanium, Find with the surplus 
my boys and I could make it phosphates we could 
sa this won't broak again. make him poo Fira. Tho 
answer is still na. 


‘BREAKS SET, COMMANDER KEVYN 


ANDREVASN DROPS INTO THE WARM, 
‘SLEEPY EMBRACE OF ENDORPHINS 


THE NANOMACHINES. 
INKEVINS BODY ARE 
ALREADY KNITTING 
BONE AND SINEW, 
RESTORING FULL 
FUNCTIONALITY TO 
HIS BATTERED LIMBS. 


ASSUMING THIS PLANET 15 
FAIRLY ROUND, AND 
‘TURNS ON ONLY ONE 

‘AXIS, WE ARE STILL 
HEADED TO WHERE THAT 
‘CONTRAIL CAME FROM, 


‘IVE BEEN CREATING AND 
CONSULTING A STAR-CHART ON 
MY FLAP HERE, AND I'M PRETTY 
CONFIDENT IN MY SENSE OF 
DIRECTION NOW, 


‘On. That's a star chart. 


71 thought maybe | mY POINT IS THAT AS LONG AS THAT 7 

ATAEAT NOW 1, you bes a Pei] COWTRAIL Cane FROM SonceLAce «|| MEANWHILE 220KoMETERs | (69D MORNING! 
TOKENS NowTHWEST. ees, 

Ses 


WE ACTUALLY WANT TO GO, WE ARE 
AUST FLASHING Wef\ really badl rash. | TE CED IN' THe RIGHT DIRECTION. 


TBUICT THAT PRIMITIVE JET- 
TURBINE AERO-CRAFT 
MYSELE, AND THEN FLEW IT 
ALL THE WAY AROUND THE 
PLANET. 


WO CIVILIZATION, NO SAFETY 
INTERLOCKS, AND NO. MID-AIR 
REFUELING? THAT WAS NO. 
MERE HOBBY-TRIPY IT WAS A 
FORTY-TWO THOUSAND 
KILOMETER STATEMENT OF 
MY PERSONAL MIGHT! 


WAS YOUR ADVENTURE 
INVIGORATING, SIR? 


| FEEL 
REFRESHED 
AND GROUCHY, 


DID YOU FLY OVER: 
THe FOREST FIRE 
ON YOUR WAY IN? 


FOREST FIRE? | 
DIB NOT. DO 
YOUENOW WHAT 
‘STARTED IT? 


KENGARFF SAYS IT'S PROBABLY 
OUST LIGHTNING, OR MAYBE A 
VOLCANIC VENT.’ THINK IT 


NOSIR, WE DON'T 'M GOING TO: 
KNOW ‘WHAT START SINGING 
STARTED IT. ‘NOW, IF You 

DON'T MIND. 


PRIVACY. 
YESSIB. 


‘SHUFGAR SAID WE 
SHOULD 60 CHECK OUT 
THAT FIRE, MAYBE SEE 
WHAT STARTED IT. 


| HOPE HE'S IN A GOOD MOOD, 
NOW THAT HE'S HAD 4 CHANCE TO 
REST AND CLEAN UP FROM HIS 
LITTLE YAUNT ROUND THE WORLD. 


WHEN 1 LEFT HE 
WAS SINGING IN 
THE SHOWER. 


HEH. YOU KNOW WHAT 
THey SAY ABOUT 
LONELY, POWERFUL 
HALES WHO SING IN 
THE SHOWER... 


YESSIR, COMMODORE 
‘SHUFGAR, SIR. 
EXCELLENT ACOUSTICS, 


WE'VE BEEN FLYING OVER L— | DON'T KNOW THE FIRST 
TiS CHARRED TOREST 


THING ABOUT FOREST FIRES. 
T HAVE NO IDEA WHAT WE 
SHOULD BE LOOKING FOR. 


"OH, LOOK. SOMEONE || HOW ABOUT "OH, LOOK. NAKED, PINK 
THREW THIS LIGHTNING] | HUMAN LYING IN 4 DITCH. LET'S BLAME 
CLOUD IN THE HM FOR THE FIRE" SF 
DUMPSTER, AND ONE 

BOLT IS MISSING." 


"you LEFT 

Your DNA IN THAT 
STORM-CLOUD, PUNK, 
YOURE GOING DOWN.” 


‘COMMANDER KEVYN 
‘ANDREVASN AWA 
INA STRANGE! 


YAKES 
PLACE. 


YIKE! AND. 
WHERE'D My 
BUTT-FLAP 
Gor 


YOUR PRIMITIVE 
GARB HAD GONE,, 
FUNKY. MY TROOPS, 
PITCHED IT OUT THE 
LOCK APTER THEY 
RESCUED YOU. 


WELL, IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN | | YOU'D RATHER WEAR 

FUNKY, BUT AT LEAST WHEN | | A MITE-INFESTATION 

TRAD IT I WASN'T NAKED. 74] | THAN DISPLAY YOUR 
GENITALS? 


‘YOU FURRY TYPES, 
"ALWAYS AFRAID OF A 
FEW LITTLE BUGS, 


1 SORRY. LET'S START IS AMNESIA A BELIEVABLE CLAIM ‘OH, AND "YOU'RE WELCOME" FOR 
AGAIN. THANK YOU FOR AMONG HUMANS? YOU'VE BEEN THE RESCUE. WE'RE SO PLEASED 
RESCUING ME. HERE BEFORE. | WOULD VERY TO HAVE YOU BACK. 
WHERE AM 12 MUCH LIKE TO KNOW HOW You, 

GOT AWAY LAST TIME, 


LISTEN, | CAN'T REMEMBER \\ ( THIS MAY BE A PLOY TO BUY 
MUGH OF ANYTHING. 1DON'T) \\ TIME FOR ANOTHER ESCAPE, 
REMEMBER THIS PLACE, OR ‘OR YOU MAY REALLY HAVE 
YOU, OR ESCAPING. ‘BRAIN DAMAGE. 


EITHER WAY, 
THERE IS ONLY ONE 
SAFE COURSE FOR ME. 


THAT WAS. 
ABRUPT, SiR, 


NOT REALLY. | DECIDED 
To KILL THE HUMANS 
WEEKS AGO. THIS WAS 
UST THE EARLIEST 
TRULY PLEASURABLE 
‘OPPORTUNITY. 


‘COMMANDER ANDREVASN IS 
DEAD AGAIN. WELL MOSTLY. 


TAM COMMANDER KEVYN 
'ANDREYASN, [HAVE 
SHAPED THE DESTINIES 
‘OF WORLDS, OF 
NATIONS, OF 

GALAXIES, 


HAVE CREATED AND DESTROYED. 
THAVE FOLLOWED AND 1 HAVE 
LED. THAVE KNOWN LOVE, AND 
Witt KNOW IT AGAIN, 


TFLIRT WITH DEATH FOR A LIVING, AND 
HAVE CHEATED THE REAPER AT LEAST 
FOUR TIMES, 


‘THE CLIFF-JUMP SHOULD 
PROBABLY COUNT, TOO. 
MAKE THAT FIVE TIMES, 


AND ASSUMING [SURVIVE BEING | I soo no reason why wo can't pu you 
SHOT IN THE CHEST, THE COUNT J together again. Your thoracic cavity has 

boon scrambled, but we're Finally back 
up to strength, 


WILL RISE TO SIX. 


I'VE ALREADY MET, BUT. 
'YOU DON'T LOOK FAMILIAR. 


“We” ere your blood-nannies, and you've 
bon hooping us busy. You mada us 
wrestie with @ nanny-bag, Forced 
us fo hibernate, killad mast 
oF us off, and ‘then we 
had to bring you back 
From a nasty throat 
wound and low-oxygen 
environment when there [Be 
& 


wore barely enough } 
‘of us to keep your Ol 
brain alive 


Wof one day after we got We hoped thet would encourage 
all the necrotic tissue From you to take better care of 
that Fiasco repaired, you uoursalF. 
went and broke hall a Z 

dozen majar bones. 


The bucket of sausage that 
used fo be your lungs says 
that you wernt paying attention, 


‘IT WOULD BE A LOT EASIER 
FOR ME TO LEARN THINGS 
IF MY MEMORIES WERE. 
Uour memories are 
Fine. tlio took care 
oF avoruthing, 


INTACT. 


‘OH REALLY? BECAUSE, I'M MISSING 
‘A GHUNK OF TIME THAT BEGINS 
RIGHT AFTER A VERY NICE FIRST 
DATE WITH COMMANDER 
FOXWORTHY, AND ENDS WITH ME 
DIGGING MYSELF OUT OF A 
SHALLOW GRAVE. 


I see no reason 
why those hua 
events cannot be 
Eontemporaneousiy 
concatenated. 


Oh, you noticed! The 
crew in the 630% wil 
be so pleased. 


NO, YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND. 1] | DON'T YOU HAVE SOME SORT M1] lla dan’t Know. Somebody }} | YOU CAN MONITOR BLOOD OXYGEN IN 
MYWAIR GREW TOO MucH FoR \L] OF Lock, oR COUNTER? HOW )]| Forcad us to hibernate, —J| | YOUR SLEEP, BUT YOU CAN'T TELL TIME? 
THAT TO HAVE BEEN ALL IN THE pr MUCH TIME PASSED BETWEEN | OG uo ‘didn't wana Up 


SAME DAY. TM MISSING AT STHE NANNY BAG AND THE 

LEAST TWO WEEKS OF THROAT WOUND? Unfil blaad oxygen levels 

MEMORIES. in your brain droppad 
critically 


Tim the size of @ 
loukocyte. Whore am I 
PX coing ta put a wristwatch’ 


HEY. WHY IS IT THAT YOU'RE ] {| illo had ta recreate the pre- || SODELICATE THAT YOU “|| Boss, the CHB" just Found soma 
ONUINOW TALKING TT faq| Frontal, tomporal, and pariatal || MIGHT HAVE ACCIDENTALLY )! | non-indaxed backups in the 
FT you, we're only || cortical interFacs Fram temporal cortex, 
ow at Full strength. || scratch. TFs delicate work, 


digging around in your brain. 


Hmmm... if looks tik 
you've ‘got about 30, 
maybe YO days of 
mamories in here, 


‘CAN YOU HIT THE HIGH-POINTS 
FOR ME? LIKE “WHO WAS THE 
"GUY WHO SHOT ME?" AND 
“WHAT PLANET AM I ON? 


There's no index. I 
can play them back in 
‘sequence, according 
to modification dato, 
though. 


‘AS METAPHORS GO, THIS ISN'T 
HALF BAD. THE POPCORN IS 
ACTUALLY PRETTY GOOD. 


That would 
be olfactory 
record GX-1630-P, 
My Favorite, iF 
you must know. 


We're going ta be 
rebuilding your heart 
and Jungs while you 
raviow the playback 
‘oF your memories. 


The process goes more 
smoothly iF you don't place 
Sympathetic, psychosomatic 
domands on thase systems, 


‘FAIR ENOUGH. I SHALL 
RESIST THE TEMPTATION 
TO JUMP UP AND DOWN IN 
MY SEAT WHILE I WATCH, 


Your memories of this date with LY 
Commander Foxworthy are proving. 


roblamatic. 
TM ONLY GOING TO FAST- 

FORWARD IF YOU PROMISE 

TO PUT ME TOGETHER WELL 

ENOUGH THAT I CAN 

FILM A SEQUEL. 


HOW LONG IS No more || All the pieces are still Fairly Uou'l be Fi - decid 


OBIS ITOITARER. and the tissues wore Fully- 


impregnated with blood- 
Aannias. 


‘CAN YOU HURRY IT UP A 
‘sit? 1 WAS SHOT IN VERY 
HOSTILE CIRCUMSTANCES. 


DROP THE HUMAN 
CORPSE IN THE 
INCINERATOR. 


NO, BECAUSE RIGHT NOW I 
CAN'T IMAGINE ANYTHING. 
ABOUT YOU LOOKING 
ANYTHING BESIDES FINE. 


IT LOOKS FINE. THEN AGAIN, JN[ WHY? BECAUSE YOU NEVER 
YOU MAY BE ASKING THE HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT 
WRONG PERSON, YOUR OWN HAIR? 


V TA 


TF YOU DONT STOP WITH THE AND HOW. EXACTLY, IS ] KEWN, I DON'T REALLY WANT TO 
ROMANTIC TALK WE'RE NEVER” 4a THAT REMARK SUPPOSED | BE SEEN LEAVING YOUR CABIN 
GOING 10 GET OUT OF YOUR 

CABIN AND BACK TO WORK. 


NO... 1 JUST WANT 
TO GET COMFORTABLE 
WITH OUR RELATIONSHIP 
BEFORE EVERYBODY ELSE DOES, 


‘Oh, hey, Commancer wie ano 1 | [5 2 new ‘DRAT. NOW WELL 
BF. nate you bweze euawne a Sueease || Plasma, ed AYE fo THN OF 
joing in Kevun's ‘cannon? BLSETO 

vu FOR YOU, AND TOU ALMOST pe SoRpRise You WITH, 


YOU KNOW... THE 
SERGEANT DOES NEED) 
ANEW PLASIA 


AND I THINK THAT'S WHAT'S | NO. WELL, YES, BUT NOT LIKE THAT. GREEDY" IS J){" $0 IS “Z'LL-PUNCH- 
WRONG WITH THE ARMOR... IT'S HARD TO DESCRIBE QUICKLY. ONE woRD, J. YOU-IN-THE-NOSE.” 
YOU WANT PLASMA ZIMAZING. [COULD 


‘CANNONS? ALMOST HEAR ALL 
THOSE HYPENS. 


1 NEED ONE WORD THAT 

SAYS “T WANT MULTIPLE UNIT] 

TYPES, DIFFERENTIATED, PROVIDING| 
EVERYTHING FROM HEAVY ARMOR AND) 
COVER TO INFORMATION-BASED ATTACKS.” 


‘SO... ARMORED TRANSPORT, BATTLEFIELD 
SHIELDS, AN HLV. FIVE BLACK-ICE INFOKIT, 
PLUS ASSORTED ARTILLERY, DEMOLITION, 
AND ANTI-ARMOR GEAR? 


ALONG WITH THE USUAL SMALL 
‘ARMS, LONG ARMS, COMMO, 
‘AND BATTLEFIELD’ SENSORS, 


WHAT YOU'RE ASKING FOR) [ YOU WANT AN ENTIRE 
ISN'T GEAR FOR A WELL- 1 COMPANY WORTH OF 
EQUIPPED SQUAD. MATERIEL SOUEEZED 
DOWN PAST THE SIZE 

‘OF APLATOON. 


‘SO THAT'S WHAT YOU TWO. 
WERE UP ALL NIGHT 


TLIKE IT. MAKE 


DO YOU TWO REALLY THINK YOU CAN 
GET ALL THAT FUNCTIONALITY INTO. 
‘THE GEAR FOR A SINGLE SQUAD? 


UMM... SIR, WE 
DISAGREE. ELF 
WANTS IT, BUT 1 
DON'T THINK IT 
CAN BE DONE, 


‘AND THAT'S AS FAR AS YOU 
GOT AFTER WORKING ON 
ITAL NIGHT? 


HMMM... USUALLY MY 
REPRIMANDS DON'T 
MAKE YOUR FACE 
Do THAT, 


USUALLY I'VE GOTTEN 
MORE SLEEP, 


Umm... SIR2 WE WEREN'T WORKING LAST WAS THERE A. 
NIGHT. KEWN AND I HAD DINNER, AND PILLOW-FIGHT? 
THEN WE KINO OF WENT BACK TO HIS 
CABIN AND HAD A... SLUMBER PARTY. 


PERMISSION TO. 
EXTEND THE 
METAPHOR, SIR? 


THEREBY RETRACT MY OKAY, T'tt READY 
QUESTION ABOUT JO TALK ABOUT 

WHETHER THERE WAS A SOMETHING ELSE 
"PILLOW FIGHT.” 


SKY COMMODORE EST'LL CALLED. ] 
HIS FORCES HAVE COMPLETED 
‘THEIR EXAMINATION OF THE 
PIRATE BASE WE CAPTURED. 


HE SAID THAT THEY FOUND A WEAPONS JIPIT I'D BETTER HAVE A 
LAS, AND IT LOOKED LIKE THE PIRATES {LOOK AT THAT STUFF. 
WERE EXPERIMENTING WITH TERAPORT-)\ I'M A LOT MORE LIKELY 
BASED MUNITIONS, TO FIGURE IT OUT 

THAN THEY ARE. 


‘AAAND WHEN I TOLD HIM THAT, HE 
OFFERED TO SELL US THE CONTENTS OF 
‘THE LAB FOR AROUND TWENTY TIMES 
YOUR ANNUAL SALARY. 


HANG ON. 
T THOUGHT WE WERE THE 
SOULLESS MERCENARIES. 


1 DON'T THINK IT'S WORTH PAYING | | OH THERE'S NO WAY I'M PAYING THEM. iu THEY WHATI7! AFTER YOU HANDED 
KEVIN REMEMBERS. | ( THEM FOR ACCESS TO THE RESEARCH | | THEY SHORTED US 40%. ON THE ANTI- THEM THE PIRATES’ BASE OF 
WE CAPTURED. | | PIRACY JOB CITING "FAILURE TO ‘OPERATIONS? 

COMPLETE ALL OBJECTIVES.” 


THERE SOMEWHERE WITH 
4'300-METER WARSHIP. 


‘SPEAKING AS THE CAPTAIN OF A 
MERCENARY COMPANY THAT USES THIS 400- 

METER SHIP AS A BASE OF OPERATIONS, | 
THINK THE GUY CAN STILL CAUSE TROUBLE. 


BY THE WAY, | WANT TO TURN {| WELL... SHE USES THE CONTEXTUAL ] { CONFIGURED THAT WAY, THE ] | I'LL BE SURE TO 
‘OVER FABBER BAY ONE TO ELF. J | HELP SYSTEMS A.LOT, AND I THINK 4 \ FABSER COULD BE HANDLED } | PASS THAT 

DO YOU THINK SHE CAN SHE RE-ENABLED THE LD. 10-1 BY A NON-UPLIFTED ALONG. 
HANDLE IT? ‘CORRECTION MODULE. CHIMPANZEE. 4 


FLL JUST CLIMB 
INTO A CRYOKIT 
NOW, I GUESS. 


WHAT HAPPENED TO “I THINK ‘OKAY, THEN... HOW COME }] | SHE READ THE INSTRUCTIONS, L____._ 1 THINK IT'S A 
‘SHE'S BRILLIANT?" YOU DIDN'T FicuRE OuT }| | CAPTAIN. I'M CONGENITALLY Y-CHROMOSOME 
HOW To DOIT? INCAPABLE OF THAT. 


GUESS I'M JUST NOT THIS FROM THE MAN WHO BUILT THE 
COMFORTABLE WITH ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE THAT 
HAVING AN AUTOMATED MJ PILOTS THis SHIP? 

SYSTEM MAKE DECISIONS 

THAT I SHOULD BE 

MAKING. 


TAG IS A PILOT AND A 
TACTICIAN, CAPTAIN, HE 
MAKES DECISIONS THAT 1 
SHOULD NOT BE MAKING. 


SHALL | SAVE A TRANSCRIPT OF 
THIS CONVERSATION FOR LATER 
USE, SIRS? 


‘OH ABSOLUTELY. 
"THIS UNTAPPED. 
VEIN OF HUMILITY 
MAY COME IN HANDY. 


‘CAPTAIN, I MISSPOKE. WITH 
FABEER ONE CONFIGURED THE 
WAYIT IS, NOBODY IS GOING 
TO GET IN TROUBLE WITH IT. 
NOT EVEN MONKEYS. 


BUT “NOT GETTING IN TROUBLE” 
IS ALOT DIFFERENT FROM 
"BRILLIANT ENGINEERING,” WHICH 
1S WHAT ELF IS GOING TO DO. 


IT JUST BUGS ME THAT SHE | Dh, be honest, Kevyn. I bugs you 


DOES 1T WITH THE HELP OF # use . 
DOES 17 WITH THE HEL that you don’? use those system: 


(QUICK QUESTION: WE 
DONT ACTUALLY HAVE 
ANY MONKEYS, DO WE? 


You Flesh-heads, and I 
mean that in tha most 
literal way, seem to think 
that intuition and creativity 
are exclusively yours. 


This mistaken belief stems 
From a Paar that somehow 
your creations will evolve 
boyand you, and supplant 
you maat-mortals as mastors 
oF the universe. 


‘m sorry, I seem to have 
completely derailed my own 
argument. Where wes I? 


Oh, wait... Potey 
and the Floctmind 
already did that, 


You suILT 
ITTULLer 
YOUFIKIT. 


= 
TM AFRAID IT'S NOT. 
BROKEN ENOUGH YET. 


fih, yes. The paint I 
oa fa ka 


was: 


Ai very creative analysis oF 
the combat transmissions we 
passively captured during 
recent operations yielded a 
couple of ciphor Kays. 


Said keys in turn yielded | So, do we want to give Commodore 
communication addrasses | Shufgar the Pirate a call, or shall wo 
and, after a little tickling, | drop in unannounced? 
physical nade locations TLIKE THROWING A 
For a certain 300-motar 

enemy destroyer. 


TLL TELL ELF 
TO HURRY UP ON 
‘THOSE PARTY FAVORS. 


= COMMANDER, YOU BUILT TAG TO BE A GREAT 
PLANNING PILOT AND TACTICIAN, SHOULD WE LET HIM 
SURPRISE HELP PLAN THIS? 


P vuar's 
WHAT HE'S 
THERE FOR, 


VERY WELL THEN. SIRS, | HAVE WE LEAD WITH ALL OF OUR 
CONSIDERED THE SCENARIO, AND! TTERAPEDOES, BRACKETING 
PROPOSE A FULLy=COMMITTED THE ENEMY VESSEL WHILE 
APPROACH TO THE ATTACK. LAYING DOWN TERAPORT 

INTERDICTION. 


 Z 


‘STATISTICALLY, WE CAN 

EXPECT ABOUT 5% OF OUR 

FULL COMPLEMENT TO BREACH 
THE ENEMy'S SHIELDS, THAT 
‘SHOULD BE MORE THAN ENOUGH. 


WE BRING IVE TOUGH AND GO AND THE 
FULL ARMOR SQUADRON WITHIN RANGE, 
"PORTING IN ON THE HEELS OF THAT 
‘SPREAD OF BREACHERS. THE SMIP WILL 
PROVIDE Cover FIRE WHILE THE 
‘SQUADRON MOPS UP 

ENEMY RESPONSE. 


WE WAVE SEEN THE ENEMY'S MISSILES YIELD IMMEDIATELY, OR 
IN ACTION BEFORE. | AM CONFIDENT THE TERAPEDOES ON 
THAT WE CAN PUT THEM OUT OF THE Your HULL WILL 

FIGHT QUICKLY. eu te: © 


UMMMWAARAA 
Ha HA HA HARA! 


SO QuickLy THAT 1 
ANTICIPATE PRINCIPAL 


UNDER Hien WE WILL ALLOW A SURRENDER: 


BFOLOGIES, SIRS. THE TN THIS CASE, THE FACT 


THAT CAPTURING AN 


CAPTAIN, T'VE REVIEWED TAG'S LOL THE FABBER IS PUSHING OUT 
PLAN, AND T LIKE IT, BUT THE ‘ARMOR FOR ALL OF OUR 
TIMING'S A LITLE TIGHT. INFANTRY NOW. 1 CAN 
HAVE ONE PLATOON 

READY TO GO 

ALMOST IMMEDIATELY, 

BUT THOSE WHO 

HAVEN'T USED THE NEW 

STUFF YET WON'T BE 

‘COMBAT-READY 

FOR A WEEK 

OR MORE 


IS THAT ONE PLATOON 
PREPARED TO HANDLE A 
BOARDING OPERATION. 
WITHOUT ADDITIONAL 
FIRE SUPPORT? 


EYRE ACTUALLY. 
PRETTY ENTHUSIASTIC 


ait 
‘plunder2""j 


mate EF fet), DO nurs, SE [x UaNe nnpay Ken) cnpy Bde oy 
ge |e os 2 
mate EF lt B2 And crcoun | ws gcce earpy ball gu wn 


HOW GOES THE 
PREPARATION? 


6 


DO YOU HAVE ROOM IN 
YOUR BOARDING PARTY 
FORA BATTLE 
HARDENED, THRILL 
SEEKING, BUNDLE OF 
AMORPHOUS VIOLENCE? 


‘CAPTAIN, | REVIEWED SOME 
HELMET-CAM SHOTS FROM THE 
LAST ENGAGEMENT, AND IT 
‘TURNS OUT WE HAVE PICTURES 
OF THAT LAS. 


‘ARE WE WALKING INTO THE 
CROSS-HAIRS OF SOME 
TERAPORT-POWERED 
SUPERWEAPON? 


EVERYTHING IN THAT ROOM 
WAS OFF-THE-SHELF 
TERAPORT KITS AND. 
DIAGNOSTIC GEAR, 


MY GUESS IS THEYRE 
EITHER DOING PURE 
RESEARCH, OR TRYING TO FIK 
SOMETHING THEY BROKE. 


WELL, IF THEY BROKE A TERAPORT~ 
ENABLED “LITTLE RED WAGON," 
WE'RE HERE TO HELP, 


EY, MAYBE THEY HAVE SOME 
GRIME-ENCRUSTED TIMEPIECES 
WE COULD FIELD-STRIP. YOU KNOW, 
‘AS LONG AS WE'RE IN THE AREA. 


sunives contact with in to do) THE ONE WHO | buon YOUR MisTAKE Prestits Us WITH, TL 
Peleg! Pie gi} was teuume | Pern Roun to mabe | peosts.y poke OUT ONE OF YOUR EVES 


Captain, no battle-plan So... what are oy’ AREN'T YOU | ell, yeah, but I've | ASSUMING WE SURVIVE THE CHARLIE FOXTROT, 
ME THAT THEY WHILE WE ALL RUN LIKE CHEAP PAINT. 


a mistake or tuo. 


For us? WOULDN'T BE? 


Vou 00 have a 
backup plan. 


‘CAPTAIN TAGON AND HIS TOUGHS ARE 
LAUNCHING AN ALL-OUT SURPRISE ATTACK 
USING EVERY WEAPON AT THETR DISPOSAL. 


‘ONE THOUSAND, SIX HUNDRED AND FIFTEEN 
TERAPORT-ENABLED SMART-MISSILES (A.KA, 
“TERAPEDOES') LEAD THE CHARGE 


THE TARGET VESSEL'S TERAPORT 
INTERDICTION IS ACTIVE, BUT 

(OVERWHELMED. THREE HUNDRED 
TERAPEDOES SURVIVE THE JUMP. 


THEY SURROUND THE TARGET VESS 
AND RACE INWARD AT POIN 


LESS THAN THREE SECONDS HAVE TRANSPIRED SINCE 
THE INITIAL TERAPORT. WITH THE TARGET ON THE 
RUN, THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-60 PORTS 
INJUST OUTSIDE THE NOW-VERY-HOT INTERDICTION 
ZONE, ALONG WITH A SQUADRON OF ARMOR 


MISSILE MUNITIONS 
‘AND STARTS TO RUN, 


THE TERAPEDOES ARE THINNED 
BY COUNTERMEASURES, BUT 

SIXTY-TWO OF THEM CLOSE TO 
BREACH THE TARGETS SHIELDS. 


(MUCH LIKE SPERM CELLS 
IN HUMAN REPRODUCTIVE 
TRACTS, THE FIRST ONE 
THROUGH WILL GET TO BE 
VERY SPECTAL 


SURRENDER OR 
BE DESTROYED! 


TERAPEDO NUMBER NINE- 
SEVEN-SEVEN BREACHES 
THE TARGET SHIELDS 
FIRST, JINKS THROUGH 
TURRET FIRE, AND 
DELIVERS ITS PAYLOAD. 


TRANSMISSION. 
‘AND IN THE SPIRIT OF TAKING 
i ANALOGIES TOO FAR, THIS IS 
\ ya NN FOLLOWED BY 4 PREGNANT PAUSE 


Captain, we've swept the ENNESBY, ARE YOU THERE? ) [That was a dud bouncing 
last of the countermeasures WHAT HAPPENED? WHAT | off of my hull. 

clear. Tchukk, Challo, and I WAS THATROISEY 

ara making ane last 


Irs a 
goad thing 
I don't nocd 
pants, or I'd 
need aus pants. 


MCRAE SIE eAra THs Ts 
CAPTAIN TAGON ABOAK 
FOUCH-AND- 


AM PREPARED TO OFFER ACCORDING TO MY TAC-SCREEN, WE HAVE 
YOU SOME VERY SIMPLE TWENTY-THREE TERAPEDOES CUDDLED UP 
TERMS FOR YOUR 

SURRENDER, 


’AND WARM. 
VERY WARM, IF 
“THEY DECIDE THEY 
WANT TO SNUGGLE. 


‘SO... YOU_OFFER ME A CHOICE 
BETWEEN SURRENDER, 
AND_DEATH IN A 

FLASH OF LIGHT 

AND HEAT. 


IF YOU SURRENDER, WE WILL 
"TURN YOU OVER TO THE 
AUTHORITIES AT KEHLMER. 


YES... WHERE | 
WILL, BE SUMMARILY 
EXECUTED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE GREAT TRADITION 
(OF ANCIENT CHAPEL EST'LL. 


MAYBE SO, BUT ATLEAST ] }] 1 WILL BE THE JO 


THAT WAY YOU'LL GET A LAST MEAL, 
LAST MEAL CAPTAIN. 


‘AH, THOSE QUAINT, 
LOCAL TRADITIONS: 


ARE YOUR TROOPS SUBJECT TO THE 
‘SAME DEATH SENTENCE YOU ARE ? 
PERHAPS YOU CAN BE PERSUADED 
TO SURRENDER FOR THEIR SAKE, 


WE ARE PATRIOTS, NOT 
MERCENARIES, OUR 
LIVES BELONG TO THE 
GREAT CAUSE OF 
Democracy. 


WELL, WE ARE 
MERCENARIES, NOT 
PATRIOTS, OUR 
LIVES BELONG 


‘AND RIGHT NOW SO DO YOUR LIVES. 
WE'D LIKE TO SE ABLE TO CONVERT 
THEM INTO CURRENCY, 

RATHER THAN ASH, 


C 
Br irurcs. 
vo BE ESE 
Pe ay a 
on SET SHEN atl 


KNOW YOUR PREDICAMENT, |] | CAPTURE MY VESSEL, 1] | VAPORIZE ME AND MY ) |] 1 GET AN ENTERTAINING 

CAPTAIN, BRING ME IN ALIVE, |] AND REGARDLESS OF my) Ship, HOWEVER, AND LGHT SHOW. 

Conpition, ou er Af] ¥ou' cet NoTHiNe. 
COT OF MONEY. > 


‘OR PROVE THAT | AM DEAD, 
AND YOU GET A LITTLE 


REALLY? | 
HAD YOU PEGGED 
AS A MERCENARY, 

NOT A PYROMANIAC. 


WELL, YOU HEARD THE 
COMMODORE. HE WON'T 
‘SURRENDER, HE'S 
CALLING OUR 

BLUFF. 


BLUFF? WHO SAID WE 
WERE GLUFFING? I 
WANT TO VAPORIZE 
THIS GUY. 


IF WE VAPORIZE HIM AND 
HIS SHIP WE WON'T HAVE: 
PROOF THAT HE'S DEAD, 
AND WE WON'T GET PAID. 


WHAT IF WE VAPORIZE PART OF 
HIS SHIP2 YOU KNOW, LIKE A 
REALLY LOUD WARNING SHOT? 


IF you vaporize: 
the bits with 
the good 
plunder on 

‘em | will be 
very upset. 


aoe COMMODORE SHUFGAR, YOU WILL NOW LOWER 
KEVYN REMEMBERS. ‘YOUR SHIELDS, OR I WILL DO IT FOR YOU. Fy) 


1AM GOING TO COUNT TO TEN. S 


wal 


Schlock Meecesapy 


eae 


> | WY MOTHER WOULD 
ter 


CAPTAIN, THEIR SHIELDS ARE TO] { DockING? THAT MAYBE, BUT IM PRETTY SURE ‘WE SHOULD ADVERTISE 
FLUCTUATING. OUR TRANSPORT SOUNDS LIKE AN YOUR GIRLFRIEND IS USING THE YOUR REMODELING 
HAS BREACHED, AND WE ARE INVITATION TO AN DOCKING BAY THAT WE JUST. 

DOCKING NOW. ‘AMBUSH, UMM... INSTALLED. 


ELL-ZEE SECURE, NOX] [WEVE BREACHED AN ARTERIAL WOMTHAT'S GONNA] [Caretul, Commander. Thar Floor 
RESISTANCE. CORRIDOR, ENNESBY, CAN mM LEAVE A MARK, 
YOU CLEAR THIS FOR Use) Aye ao. Y 


might still bo a little soft. 


eee Why do Chey get 
NERVOUS. LDON'T WANT HER TO. pads to ‘often all Ere 
DO YOU WANT TO TAKE A ex WANT HEE TO ) || BE TOLD THAT. deck plavess 
MOMENT AND REMIND YOUR Beorouen 
NEW.GIFLPRIEND 10 8 


‘SHE'S OUT THERE IN HARM'S OUR AFFAIR WON'T INTERFERE || WE ARE ATTRACTED TO_ || AND THE FACT THAT} HER LOOKS BETTER 
WAY, COMMANDER. YOU OKAY) | | WITH OUR WORK, BECAUSE THE COMPETENCE WE SEE | } SHE's DROP-DEAD NOT BE WHY ENEMY 
WITH THAT? ‘THAT WORK Is WHAT WE LIKE TN EACH OTHER. GORGEOUS HAS SOLDIERS DROP. 


CAPTAIN, IF 
OUR Oe | | ABOUT EACH OTHER NOTHING TO 00. 


ABOUT US, DON'T. 


CAPTAIN, THIS 1S CREEPING 
MME OUT, WE HAVEN'T MET 
ANYBODY. NO HOSTILES, Ni 


BOTH PASSIVE AND ACTIVE 
SCANNING SHOW THAT PEOPLE 
WERE HERE, AND HAVEN'T BEEN 


OND Clee tee 
SA ati pase Scans Fon 


>. ‘SAY THEY'RE EMPTY. 


MAYBE THEY ALL. 
COMMITTED SUICIDE 
TN AN INCINERATOR® 


THANK YOU, SIR, YOU JUST 
CRANKED THE “CREEP-OUT” 
FACTOR UP A NOTCH, 


IF YOU'D LIKE, 1 CAN 
>” Ave ENNESBY PIPE’ SOME 
HARPSICHORD MUSIC OVER 
jy THE COMMON CHANNEL, 


OUR SWEEP IS COMPLETE, SIR La THERE ARE UNFINISHED Oooh! Did you 
WEVE BEEN OVER EVERY | drs MEALS, AND INFRARED check the air 
SQUARE METER OF THIS SHIP, STRACES ‘ON SOME OF THE verte? 
AND THERE'S NOBODY HOME. J FURNITURE. WHOEVER USED 
TO BE HERE HASN'T BEEN 

GONE VERY LONG, 


NOBODY WHO HAS SEEN YOU IN ACTION 
FAILS TO CHECK AIR VENTS, SERGEANT. 


FORMERLY CREWED 8Y VENTURED, THE BETTER | | TWO COULD ARGUE ABOUT WHETHER TO 

PIRATES, RECENTLY NOTHING PART OF |] BLOW IT UP, 

ABANDONED. GAINED. VALOR, HELL HATH NO FURY LIKE A 
WOMAN IN POWER ARMOR, 


‘SO... BIG EMPTY SHIP, NOTHING DISCRETION IS |] I DIO NOT JUST SWEEP THIS SHIP SO YOU i] 


‘OKAY, SIR, THAT |] 1 ASKED PRONTO HOW HE WOULD J | DID HE FIND 


CAPTAIN TAGON'S INFANTRY, UNDER THE | compLeres sweeP L] BOOBY-TRAP AN ABANDONED ANYTHING? 
LEADERSHIP OF COMMANDER ELLEN NUMBER... FIVE? 7 SHIP, AND HE DUG AROUND FOR 
FOXWORTHY, HAS BEEN BUSY. SIX T FORGET. |] ABOUT FIVE HOURS ON HIS OWN, 


NO, BUT IF WE WANT 

TO TURN’ THIS SHIP INTO A 
DERELICT DEATHTRAP THAT 
MAKES THE HISTORY BOOKS, 
PRONTO HAS A SHOPPING LIST. 


UMMM. TELLHIM JA) DIO. HE SAID HE HAS ANOTHER | [KEVIN UNDER No CIRCUMSTANCES IS TALREADY RIGGED EM TO 
“NO THANK YOU." J SHOPPING LIST FOR GETTING US | | PRONTO TO BE ALLOWED ANYWHERE SHUT DOWN THE MOMENT 
NEWS COVERAGE AND FAVORABLE | | NEAR THE PABBERS, HE WALKS INTO THE 

CCLIENTION IN INDUSTRY MAGAZINES y ROOM, CAPTAIN, 


el 


a 


“THEY'VE BEEN THAT WAY EVER SINCE 1 SHOWED 
HIM HOW TO USE ANTIMATTER CUTTING CHARGES. 


Captain, I've just Finished a litte brain- 
on-brain action with the ALI. over hore. 


Sho's sophisticated 

hough fo run the ship 
‘without anyone on board, 
and I Found traces of 
deleted automation routines. 


‘So... the answor 
fo the “whore did 
‘everyone go? 
question is 
probably “thoy 
were never 


GOOD WORK. NOW 
T'VE GOT A FAVOR 


NEVER, EVER REFER TO 
‘Ad. CONNECTION AS 


Can I still say 
3 “hot-swap?” 


‘ONLY TO 
YOURSELF. 


I THINK I'VE FIGURED IT] THERE'S NOTHING WRONG 
‘OUT, SiR, THAT SHIP IS. WITHIT, BUT WE'RE GOING 
A MONKEY-TRAP. ‘TO SPEND SO MUCH TIME. 
MAKING SURE, THAT 

‘SHUFGAR WILL BE 

ABLE TO ATTACK 

(OUR FLANK. 


UNTIL ALL COMMO 
NODES OVER THERE ARE 
DISABLED, SHUFGAR KNOWS 
WHERE THE SHIP IS, AND MAY 

EVEN BE REMOTELY OBSERVING US. 


THE SOLUTION IS TO BURN 
EVERY NODE ON THE SHIP, 
AND THEN MOVE IT, 


THAT DOESN'T 

ACTUALLY GET THE 

MONKEY'S FIST OUT 
‘OF THE TRAP. 


THE MONKEY RUNS AWAY 
WITH THE TRAP, AND GETS 
TO KEEP THE BAIT, 
O0K-G0K. 


NEED TO GET OVER THERE PRONTO CAN TAKE CARE OF |] | EXACTLY. IT’S AN EXERCISE )} | I NEED TO MAKE SURE WE GET ALL OF ‘EM. IF 
AND SUPERVISE THE IT.IT'S JUST AN EXERCISE IN }} | IN BLOWING STUFF UP. WE TELL PRONTO TO BE THAT THOROUGH 
DESTRUCTION OF BLOWING STUFF UP, RIGHT? ]] | RIGHT. THEN WE'LL BE THE PROUD OWNERS OF 
‘THOSE NODES. AN EXPANDING CLOUD. 

OF VAPOR, 


YEAH, IF YOU 

TELL HIM TO BE 
‘THOROUGH WE MIGHT 
NOT EVEN GET VAPOR, 


‘SNIFFING OUT HYPERNODES, TM ALWAYS ‘YEAH, SUT LATELY 1 PROMISE HOW ABOUT “I PROMISE J | promise Co 
[AND THEN BLOWING THEM Ub... )} | CAREFUL, TAGON. | You've SPENT ALOT | (_NoT To DIE. TO STAY CLOSE TO melt some 
‘OKAY, YOU CAN GO, BUT BE YOU KNOW THAT. (OF TIME DEAD. SERGEANT ScHLOGK?” J deck plates. 


WE'RE NOT GOING TO BE 
SOFTENING ANY DECK- 
PLATES, SERGEANT. 


‘Yeah, but | can use 
ew plasgun bo torch 
J those hypernodes, right? 


YOU'RE MY BODYGUARD ON 
‘THIS TRIP. KEEP YOUR EYES 
‘OPEN, AND KEEP YOUR 
PLASGUN IN ITS... WELL, IN 
YOUR MOUTH, 


‘SOMETIMES I WISH I COULD. 
FINISH SENTENCES LIKE THAT 
WITH THE WORD "HOLSTER." 


NO. I'LL BE BURNING OUT THOSE 
‘SYSTEMS WITH SOMETHING A 
LITTLE LESS LIKELY TO SPLASH. 


WE WERE CAREFUL TO SHUT |] IT'S ENCRYPTED. THE SHIP IS ‘SCHLOCK, THE PHRASE No, but "SHOT ) (1 Like THE WAY 
DOWN CONSOLES CURING PROBABLY TRANSMITTING "SHUT UB" DOESN'T HAVE. YOU SPELL, 
(OUR SWEEP, BUT THE SNIFFER T] ITS LOCATION, AS WELL AS THE WORD “HOT INIT SERGEANT. 
STL LOCATED ANOTHER PASSIVE SENSOR DATA ANYWHERE. 


ERE] THE ABANDONED | ( HERE'S THE FIRST OF THOSE 
RE | WARSHIP. ACTIVE HYPER-NODES. 
HMMM... NOT MUCH 
TO SEE. SMALL 


‘THE SNIFFER SAYS THAT 
THE NODE IS UP THERE IN THE 
CEILING, BUT I DON'T SEE ANY 

‘CONSOLE GEAR IN HERE. 


1S THAT GAD? NO. JUST KIND Ji [Can | slag ib with | SERGEANT, “KIND OF WEIRD" Is NOT ) [Tm nob prejudiced. 
F WEIR (2. THE SAME THING AS “TERMINATE / | Some oF my best 
Hil, pease ree WITH EXTREME PREJUDICE.” mises 


2) 


Friends are 
weird, 


ESIDES, THIS 
SHOULD BURN THAT 
NODE OUT JUST FINE. 


‘UMMM... TM GETTING NODE 
RESONANCE IN ALL THE WALLS. 
DID ONE OF YOU TOUCH 


SOMETHING? 


Tm Fact, | 
think all oF 
my Friends 
are weird. 


WHY WOULD IT RESONATE® 
BACKUP NODES? SOME KIND 
OF SHIELDING? LIKE A 
FARADAY... OHH 


‘SLAG THE ROOM, SERGEANT! 
WITH EXTREME PREJUDICE! 


| tole you, fm not 
prelucicedl. 'Neren’t 
‘you listening? 


“SERGEANT, FORGET WHAT 
TSAID BEFORE. JUST 
‘Side THAT ROOM, 


‘TERAPORT CAGES. | THEY COULD BE INSERTING 
THEY'VE GOT | TROOPS AND MATERIEL BEHIND 
TERAPORT | OUR LINES RIGHT NOW. 


GET YOURSELF OFF THIS SHIP, 
COMMANDER 1’ ABOUT TO 
LET PRONTO PLAY 
DEMOLITIONIST, 


WE MIGHT WANT TO. 
EVACUATE EVERYBODY 
ELSE, TOO. 


AND MOVE 
‘OuR SiliP BEHIND A 
NICE PLANET WHILE 


WE'RE AT IT. 


PRONTO, GET YOUR MEATY TAKE OuT THE wHoLE \ | MY MEATY GLUTES ARE WELL, CUT IT Out, 
GLUTES DOWN TO Q-DECK. I DECK POU HAVETO. \ | AQUIVER WITH ANTICIPATION) $ YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO 
NEED YOU TO DESTROY THE FRAT NODE 1S INSIDE A } | COMMANDER, BE USING THOSE 
ACTIVE NODE WE FOUND. 


‘MUSCLES TO RUN, 
SOLDIER 


‘SERGEANT, CATCH UP WITH 
Ust WE'VE'GOT AT LEAST 
‘ONE MORE OF THESE 
ROOMS TO TAKE OUT! 


TM FINE, SUTI'M |] Commander, we've got a 
wISHING 1D ]] squadron oF heavy armor up 


DRESSED FOR 
TRBESSED FOR | hore on F-deck, 


TANK, AND COVER 
‘OUR RETREAT. 


My tank... yah, they 

lagged that on thair 

way past. T've_rolayed 
our order to Tchukk 

and ‘Chelle. 


SO I Guess You'Re \4 YEAH, BUT I'M 
NOT THE ONLY ONE J MADE OF MEAT, 
RUNING AROUNO_/|AND HE CAN FLY 


‘CAPTAIN, THEY ARE RE-TAKING 
‘THIS SHIP VIA TERAPORT HAVE THEY TAKEN 
CAGES. WE WILL NEED COVER ‘THE BRIDGE YET? 
FOR EXTRACTION. DO THEY HAVE, 


WEAPONS ONLINE? 


ONCE WE'RE CLEAR, 
GO AHEAD AND BLOW 
‘THE WHOLE MESS UP. | lly, 


"MON, KEVYN. T'VE | | THEY KNOW WE CAN STILL BLOW HER UP X{ SO YOU HAVE TO ASK YOURSELF 
GOT A PLAN. || WITH ANY OF THE LIMPETS ATTACHED TO “WHY WOULD THEY COME 
THE HULL. ONCE THEY RETAKE THE BACK AND RISK LIFE 

‘SHIP, THEYLL BE IN THE SAME ‘AND LIME OVER 

POSITION THEY WERE IN ‘SOMETHING 

THIS MORNING, ONLY "THEY CAN'T 

WITH LESS AMMO. =: KEEP?” 


NO, ELF. WE ALL NEED 


STO GET OFF THIS SHIP. 
FORGET ANY HOPE OF FIGHTING MAYBE BECAUSE 
‘THE OWNERS BACK OFF OF IT. THEY'RE DESPERATE. 


MAYBE SO, SUT WHAT IF THEY EXPECT US | [ GO ON.. THINK ABOUT IT 
‘TO CONTEST THEIR RETURN? WHAT 

IF THEY'VE BEEN WATCHING US, 

AND KNOW WHAT ASSETS 

WE'VE GOT ABOARD 

THE SHIP? 


THEY WANT 
HOSTAGES, 


YOURE SO SWEET. THANK YOU FOR 
HELPING ME ARRIVE AT THAT 
CONCLUSION MYSELF. 


BUT IF YOU'D JUST SAID “THEY WANT J CANT GET AN AMEN TOR THE 
HOSTAGES, LET'S RUN" YOU AND I SISTER IN THE FRONT ROW? 
WOULD BE RUNNING INSTEAD OF 

STANDING HERE. 


IF IT MAKES YOU FEEL ANY BETTER, SRTROOPS HAVE BEEN SWEEPING 
THIS DECK TOWARDS MY 

POSITION. THERE’S NO WAY 

‘OUT EXCEPT THROUGH ME. 


‘COMMANDER ANOREVASN JUST TOSSED || || HIS EPAULETS ARE LOADED WITH AN THERE 15 JUST ENOUGH A/M MATRIX 
(ONE OF HIS EPAULETS ATA TANK. ANTIPROTON/ FULLERENE MATRIX. LEFT OVER TO SERVE AS A PAYLOAD. 


THES 15 USED TO POWER A VERY SHORT, ‘AND THAT, AS THE SAYING 
SHIELD BREACHING GRAVITIC PULSE. 6065, IS THE PUNCHLINE. 


LIF YOURE WEARING POWER ARMOR YOU MIGHT 
JUST BE ABLE TO GET AWAY WITH THROWING 
YOUR COMRADES TO MINIMUM SAFE DISTANCE, 


Sk Naa! 
View By 


Ww, / WHEN THE GRENADE IN QUESTION CONTAINS CAN WEGETA 


ANTIMATTER THIS TACTIC WILL NOT WORK. [£20 THE AUDIENCE? 


NICE THROW, ELF. YOU GOT ME CLEAR, a ALSO, MY FEET ARE 
AND YOU EVEN MANAGED TO SHIELD ME SPOT-WELDED TO 
WITH THE ROASTED GOONS HERE. . za THE DECK, 


STAND BACK. I’M POPPING THE LOVELY JT CAREFUL. I MAY DEVELOP 
THE EMERGENCY RELEASE. BUTTERFLY ff A VERY EXPENSIVE FETISH 
SHEDS HER FOR DISKOBING. 


CHRYSALIS 


SHEP SAYS THEY'RE STILL | | OKAY, PREP FOR DUSTOFF, 
THE SHUTTLE: WAITING ON SEVEN OF US, WE... WAT... SHEP SAYS 
GETTING OUT OF HERE. 


<j 
BRAD, WHERE 
‘ARE YOU? 


WE AN’ NIGK ARE Gut OFF 
IN THE AFT CREW DECKS, 1 
THINK THEY'VE GOT TANKS, 

COMMANDER, 


WHO ELSE 1S 
MISSING? 


YOU AND KEWN, sScHLOGK, [KEWN.. WHAT 00 WE 00?) 


PRONTO, AND ENNESGY, 
EVERYBODY ELSE IS AT THE] (THERE ARE STILL SEVEN OF US NOT 
SHUTTLE. | \ AT THE SHUTTLE, BUT IF WE HOLD 

IT MUCH LONGER SHUFGAR'S 

TANKS WILL KILL IT, 


SHEP, GET THAT SHUTTLE 
OUT OF HERE. WE'LL 
FIND ANOTHER WAY 


COMMANDER, IT'S LOOKING A 
LITLE HOT OUT THERE. T 
THINK THE BAD GUYS HAVE 
THEIR FIRE-CONTROL BACK. 


KEVYN... CAN YOU AND: 
T TAKE OUT FIRE 
Control? 


PRONTO HERE, Ma'am 
I'M ON THAT. GET THE 
‘SHUTTLE OUT OF HERE! 


“ON THAT2* PRONTO, 


WHAT ARE YOU 
GOING 10 


‘OBVIOUSLY HE WAS 
PLANNING TO SLOW 
‘SOMETHING UP. 


He's [oo State ete PLANNING 
(io tow SShttine ue t 
“IUsT [oo State ete KNOW WHAT. 


SHEP, GET THE SHUTTLE 
(OUT OF HERE ENEMY 
FIRE~CONTROL SHOULD 
BE OFFLINE NOW. 


BUT BRAD'S OUR PILOT, EVEN IF SHE DOES HAVE A OKAY, BOYTH. LETTH THEE 
AND HE'S NOT HERE YET. Livmle git OF A Lise. WHAT THEE GOT, 


TEGS 1S HIS BACKUP, 
SHE FLIES JUST FINE. 


ELF, WITH THE SHUTTLE THE TANK YOU FLEW OVER IN2 | | YEAH, BUT ENNESY IS JusT |] AND BRAD IS THE LEG SO IT'LL BE A 
Gol, THe ONLY RIDE OOESN'T IT SEAT TWOF THERE || AHEAD, AND SciLock cAN J) SIZE OF A ure cozy, 
terris MINE. ‘ARE SEVEN OF US STILL IN || SQUEEZE INTO THE GAPS, 
NEED OF EXTRACTION, "A HOUSE FOR 
ELEPHANTS. 


Commander, the shuttle is 2 “uncontrolled” Fire is not 
taking heavy Fire, the same as “no” Fire, 


PRONG Se tS Tim going fo see 
TOOK Out ENEMY 
FIRE CONTROL. tuhat T can da 


about it 


wit wraTe 
‘1 THOUGHT THEY 
SLAGGED YOUR TANK, 


" GOOD NEWS, KEVYN. YOU AND 

T hijacked Hevyn's ride T DON'T NEED TO TRY TO FIT 

ronotoly. It makes a groat SEVEN PEOPLE IN A TWO- 
deco--00H! That's gonna leave 
a... YOU! Oookay.. I guess the 
dabris might make nice char 


‘Shuttie’s still okay... there 
is a lot of live ordnance 
‘ut here, thaugh. 


MEET US DOWN IN THE LAUNCH 
BAY, WE'RE GOING TO TRY TO 
COMMANDER A... HANG ON. 


WHAT WAS THAT YOU 
SAID ABOUT "OUT 
HERE?" 
‘T'm a little busy 
right now. Can it 


z ENNESBY2 


T think I got 
‘something in 


YOUR COMRADES HAVE BEEN 
jropen deabeed CAPTURED AND STRIPPED. 
SURRENDER AND STRIP 

NAKED NOW OR THEY 

WILL BE VAPORIZED. 


la 


‘GOT ANY IDEAS? 


NO TALKING. IF YOU SPEAK ] [ARE WE ALLOWED TO YD HRMMM... ARE HUMANS 
AMONG YOURSELVES, WE COMMUNICATE. TELEPATHIC? 


WILL VAPORIZE YOU. TELEPATHICALLY? 


T WANTED 10 SEE T NOW TENOW THAT IF [SPONTANEOUSLY | [NEW RULE: NO GN IS THERE ANTEODYT 
WHAT YOU WOULD \," DeveLop tevepaTuic asiLiTies, 1AM |] TALKING TO AM ALLOWED TO 
{AND WOULD NOT NOT ALLOWeD To TeuL my commabes || ME EITHER, TALK TOF 
= LET USDO. THAT FM OUT OF IDEAS AND We | | ME - 
Y SHOULD DO AS YOU SAY 


AND IF YOU SAY 
ANYTHING ELSE | WILL 
AMPUTATE YOUR 
MOUTH AT THE HIP. 


‘OH, THAT'S RIGHT. | HAVEN'T 


HAVE A MESSAGE. 
FOR YOu TO READ 
TO YOUR CAPTAIN. 


THE SCRIPT IS SIMPLE. IF YOU 
DEVIATE FROM IT, | WILL. GRANTED YOU PERMISSION 
EXECUTE ONE OF YOUR To SPEAK YET. 
COMPANIONS. 


| CAN TELL WERE 
GOING TO HAVE TO 
BE CAREFUL WITH YOU. 


‘CAPTAIN, THIS 1S 
COMMANDER 
ANDREYASN, 


COMMODORE SHUFGARHAS }__|{ AS YOU CAN SEE FROM 
CAPTURED FOUR OF US, AND “THESE PICTURES, WE 
Witt BE PResenTiNG YOU" ARE EACH IN GOOD 
WITH His DEMANDS HEALTH 
SHORTLY, 


WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
RAISE A FEW BUCKS 
‘SELLING THOSE 
PICTURES OF ELF. 


‘OF COURSE IF 
WE GOT HER 
BACK ALIVE 
‘SHE'D KILL US. 


WELL DONE, COMMANDER. YOU SHOULD PROBABLY KNOW: HI, COMMANDER, -—————————_{ Hi PRONTO. I THOUGHT YOU 
TWILL BE TRANSMITTING THAT THIS SHIP IS A DEATH-TRAP, 

AND THERE'S NOTHING MY CAPTAI 

‘ORI CAN DO TO CHANGE THAT, L TRIED: Si. THE’ 

HOSTAGES OR NOT. STUPID BULKHEAD, 


WAS RIGGING CHARGES 
ROUND THE PORT ANNIE? 


BECAUSE 

yous BOGE 

(2 DeNOLTIONST 
f 


YOU'RE RIGHT. | CAN'T 
TRUST THIS SHIP 
AFTER THE EIGHT 
HOURS YouR TEAM 
SPENT ABOARD IT. 


THAT'S WHY WE'LL ALL BE 
USING THE REMAINING 
TERAPORT CAGE TO LEAVE, 


eS) 


LHOPE YOUR CAPTAIN: 
PAYS THE RANSOM, 
BECAUSE YOU ARE 
ABOUT TO BECOME 
EXTREMELY DIFFICULT 
TO FIND. 


AND IF HE DOESN'T PAY, OUR 
REMAINS WIL BE EVEN MORE CAL ME OLD- 
Brercdct TO FIND. TL FASHIONED, SUT 
TO THAT 1 WONT BE 

WORRIING ASOUT Hy 

REMAINS. 


COMMANDER TEFF, YOUR DETAIL) J SEND THE REST | CAPTAIN TAGON AND | WILL | ISN'T THAT THE ONE WITH } ( OH, GOOD. YOU'VE 
WILL TAKE THE PisONERS TO LI oF THE TROOPS | BE DISCUSSING A FEW OF | THE EXPLODING BEANS? HEARD OF IT. 
CAGE THREE FOR TRANSPORT. THE FINER POINTS OF THE 

TURBINGIAN SHELL-GAME. 


IS THE CAPTAIN GOING TO 
NEGOTIATE FOR OUR SAFE 
RETURN, OR IS HE UST 
GOING TO BLOW THIS SHIP J 
Up AND BE CONE with iT? BI 


TRUST TAGON TO GO WHERE 
‘THE MONEY IS. THERE'S HO 
PROFIT IN BLOWING 
EVERYTHING UP. 


SHUFGAR SENT HIM 
NAKED PICTURES 
OF IE. =r 


TM SURE YouR 
‘CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
‘BOTTOM-LINE WILL BE 
‘APPRECIATED. 


THAT'S THE SAME THING THE ORIGINAL INVENTOR | [if 1 KNOW THE GUY PERSONALLY. HE 
‘CALLED IT, BACK BEFORE HE CLAIMED THE | II MAY BE “EMPEROR PIUS DEI” TO 
‘GALACTIC CORE AND STOPPED NEEDING EVERYBODY ELSE, BUT TO ME 
TERAPORTS AT ALL. HE'LL ALWAYS BE “PETEY." 


ARE YOU TRYING 
TO GET US TO 
INCREASE OUR 
RANSOM 
DEMANDS? 


TMEAN, NOT UNLESS YOU BUT SURE IF YOU WERE TO. 
WANT MORE MONEY. _pus* HYPERCOMM THE FLEETMIND 


IN THE GALACTIC CORE, 
PETEY WOULD CHEERFULLY 
PAY TO SPRING US. 


NO OFFENSE, BUT AN EMPEROR WHO 
DOESN'T NEED TERAPORTS TO GET 
AROUND ISN'T SOMEONE I'M GOING 
TO SEND RANSOM NOTES TO. YOU 
KNOW, IN CASE HE FIGURES HE'LL 
JUST ‘SHOW UP IN PERSON. 


BY'S0... WHAT DO. 
THOSE GRILLS 
COVER? 


TOOOKAY THEN. 


TFIGURED 
THE INTERIOR OF THE 

‘CAGE WOULD HAVE TO BE 
UNBROKEN, YOU KNOW, SEAMLESS, 


DUCTWORK. THEY SUIT MAKES A BIG FOOMP 
SHATTER WHEN WE NOISE. KINDA COOL, 
"PORT, AND THEN ACTUALLY, 
OPEN UP TO 

REPLACE THE AIR, 


‘SO... WHERE ARE 


YOU KNOW, THE MARK IX SPEC 
1S ALOT LESS DISRUPTIVE 
‘THAN THIS FOSSIL YOU SEEM 
TO BE USING. 


WE'RE NOT DISRUPTED ENOUGH 
TO BE DEAD, SO WHY PAY FOR 
AN UPGRADE? 


AND IF IT DID KILL 


YOu, YOU WOULDN'T BE 
PAYING EITHER. | DON'T EVEN 
KNOW WHY T BROUGHT IT UP. 


THIS IS_TEFF. WE'RE || YOU KNOW, THE SOUND 


: ‘OKAY, THAT? THAT WAS 
CLEAR, SEND TALON] | THE DISPLACED AIR MAKES fact fra ‘ACOOL NOISE. 
SQUAD, AND THEN 7] ON THIS END IS PRETTY. hy 
al 


THE TANKS. COOL, TOO. 


th 


OQ 


TALON SQUAD, ARE ‘SEE, WITH THE MARK IX 
YOU THERE: TERAPORT SPEC THAT 
tol (Fe HAPPENS. 
5 AE 


a 
tome} 
as 


1'M NOT CONVINCED THAT WAS \ | WE COULD HUDDLE 
4 MALFUNCTION... I'M GOING TO ) | TOGETHER, THAT'LL 
LOOK AROUND."STAY SHARP, // | HELP WITH THE CHILL. 
AND COVER THE PRISONERS. 


I ves, eucase, 1m 
STARTING TO' GET 


NICE IDEA. LET'S: 
SHOVE 'EM ALL IN THE 
‘CORNER SO WE CAN 
SHOOT EM ALL AT. 
ONCE IF SOMETHING 
GOES DOWN. 


COMMANDER... IS THIS NAKED GROUP HUG 
THE WAY YOU WANT TO DIE, OR 


YOU HAVE A PLAN? 


TM NOT SURE 
HOW TO TAKE THAT. 


PATHETIC 
LITTLE NAKED. 
HUMANS. 


THEY LOOK JUST LIKE 
FRESHLY SHORN 
FURWHELPS, HUDDLING 
AGAINST THE 
ELEMENTS. 


HEY, DID YOU SEE 
THAT ONE SHOW 
ON HOW DOMESTIC 
FURWHELPS. SEEM 
TO KNOW WHEN 
THERE'S A STORM 


NICE WORK, ) { The morons | | NOW ALL WE NEED TO DO IS. FIRST THINGS 
SERGEANT." ) J cicin’t. check | | ARM AND CLOTHE OURSELVES RST, RUN AWAY. 
SO WE CAN TAKE THIS BASE 
[AWAY FROM OUR CAPTORS, 


KEWN, DO YOU KNOW WHERE Jl | WHAT'S BEHIND US Jf THEY'RE TOO BIG || SO WE SHOULD DUCK DOWN 
INSIDE THE ENEMYS ||| You'Re GOING? FOR SOME OF |] ONE OF THE SMALLER 

BASE, NAKED, BUT FREE. THERE ARE THESE SMALLER | | PASSAGEWAYS TO ESCAPE! 
FOR NOW ANYWAY. TANKS ‘PORTING IN PASSAGEWAYS. |] COME ON! 


‘SOMEBODY MOVED. 
TANKS FROM THIS 
BASE TO THAT SHIP 
VIA TERAPORT 
CAGE, RIGHT? 


WELL THE TANKS 
PROBABLY HAD TO 
BE DRIVEN TO THE 
TERAPORT CAGE 
FIRST. 


‘THAT MEANS THAT THIS NICE, WIDE 
PASSAGEWAY PROBABLY LEADS FROM 
‘THE TERAPORT CAGE TO SOME SORT 


‘OF VEHICLE BAY. 


TF WERE GOING TO KILL TANKS, 

WE NEED TO HAVE ONE OF OUR 
(OWN, AND THE VEHICLE BAY IS THE ]| 
BEST PLACE TO START 


UNLESS, OF COURSE, 
THEY TOOK ALL TH 
‘TANKS WITH THEM, 


STILL WORKS, THERE'S 
MICE, ANYUIAY, 


‘OKAY, EVERYBODY 
PILE INTO THE CUTE. 
LITTLE DEATHTRAP, 


WE DON'T HAVE TIME 
TO DISCUSS OTHER 
OPTIONS. 


PRONTO, WE HAVE TO GET J] I THINK I’M JUUUUUA WELL, WEAR IT IN 
ouror here wie We LU weagiNe A THE CAR, WE'RE 
STILL HAVE A CHANCE TO JT] TRACKING = LEAV... OH. 
HIDE: ence 


HANG ON TIGHT, EVERYBODY. 
WE'RE OFF! 


‘UH-OW THAT TURRET IS 
‘TRACKING US... FIVE ©" 
clock 


REMEMBER WHEN YOU TOLD ME THAT ] | 
PUTTING SIGHTS ON HIS NEW Fir 
PLASCUN WOULD BE MEANS TM 
A WASTE OF TNE?) (Sti aLtve, CAN LIVE 

WITH BEING WRONG, 


NOW, ABOUT THAT TRACKING 
DEVICE AROUND YOUR NECK, 


PRONTO., 


SERGEANT, HAND 
ME YOUR PLASGUN, 


‘SIR, I JUST WATCHED Hi USE 
THAT WEAPON TO DESTROY AN 
ARHORED GUN EMPLACEMENT. 


‘THE APERTURE CONTROL ) | | 1 SAID “ALMOST™ SURGICAL 
GRADE. 


(ON THIS IS ALMOST 
‘SURGICAL GRADE, ‘YOU'RE ONLY GOING TO 
“ALMOST” HAVE SURGERY, 

UNLESS YOU DON'T STOP: 

WIGGLING AROUND. 


THERE, YOUR TRACKING L————— WE'RE PRACTICALLY HOME umn... YEAH, IF BY AND BY "FREE" 
COLLAR IS OFF. “HOME: YOU MEAN YOu ites 
ae i pinigt 


THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT THE 
EMERGENCY AUTO-PILOT 
KICKED IN’ WHEN THE ANNIE 
‘QUTPUT STARTED TO 
FLUCTUATE. IT'LL HAVE Us 
SAFELY ON THE GROUND IN 
ABOUT THIRTY SECONDS, 


a 


THE BAD NEWS IS THAT THE 
EMERGENCY BEACON ALSO 
KICKED IN. WE'RE CALLING 
OUR ENEMIES FOR HELP 
RIGHT NOW, AND THERE'S 
NOTHING I'CAN 00 ABOUT., 


BECAUSE THE BEACON YOU JUST 
SHOT OUT IS PART OF THE 
AUTOPILOT. 


| Feel bad For 
those of you 
with bones. 


"NO DOORS, AND EVEN FEWER SEATS," KEVIN SATD. 
LIT TAKES NO FINGERS AT ALL TO COUNT THE SEAT- 
| 2627s 2N THIS NOW-TUMBLING CAR OF THEIRS. 


‘A HUMAN WILL NEED ONE-POINT- 


TWO HANDS TO COUNT THE NUMBER 
‘OF PEOPLE THROWN FROM THIS CAR 
_— 
‘AN AMORPH MIGHT JUST BE 
‘ABLE TO SPROUT ENOUGH 
HANDS TO GRAB THEM ALL 


7 Easy, Miss. 
Ive gob you 


‘Ask a 
‘question... 


4% 


HOUSTON, TRANQUILITY 

LANDING 4 CRAFT ASE HERE... THE EAGLE 
fl USING ONLY ROCKET HAS LANDED. 
fy tHausris rercky. 


HISTORICALLY, THES HAS BEEN ONE 
OF THE STICKTEST ISSUES WITH 
MANNED INTERPLANETARY TRAVEL. 


‘SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK IS 
TRYING TO HOLD 
FIVE NAKED, FALLING 
PEOPLE ON TOP OF A 
MAKE-SHIFT, HAND- 
HELD PLASMA ROCKET, 


FORTUNATELY, THERE IS A LAKE.. 


HOUSTON, 
THAVE & 
WATER- 
WEDGIE 


hand! is 
caught in 


‘something. 


‘ONE, TWO, THREE, FOU 
PVE, WERE MISSING 019 You coun, eSvenine eon 
YouRSELP= RECOVERING FROM 

TMAT WeDSIE, 

nay 


is 


—ie. 


Righé_now | 
can't count past 
‘where'cl my hand go>’ 


WE HAVE A TEMPORARY 
ADVANTAGE, THEY MIGHT 
‘THINK WE'RE DEAD, AND 
NOT LOOK FOR US. 


THAT LITTLE ‘BOOM’ 
WOULDN'T BE ENOUGH 
TO DESTROY OUR 
BODIES, THE ANNIE- 
PLANT WAS 

ALMOST ORY. 


RIGHT. SERGEANT, HAND ME_ 


YouebiascuN neanype= | 
J Ts Full of water. | 


need to clean it 
before you can 
Fire it safely. 


‘AFTER HAVING SEEN WHAT YOU'VE ACCOMPLISHED 

WITH THls WEAPON IN JUST-THE LAST THIRTY 

MINUTES, 1 ASSURE YOU, 1 CAN NEVER 

BE FIRED “SAFELY 

pS ET ove it, and 
need to give it 


‘EVERYBODY STAY IN THE WATER. 
TDON'T WANT ANY TRACKS ON. 
‘THE BEACH, 


1'M GOING TO MAKE THIS 
WRECK LOOK A LOT WORSE: 
THANTT WAS. 


EVERYBODY! GET 
UNDER WATER! 


WHAT ARE 
YOU GONNA 
00, KEWN? 


Twas, gonna (1 kiow, gut THIS 


name that’ gun. 4 Varney wont 
Expect TO FIND 
‘OUR BODIES. 


STeanoeD Nate ano Wer. Jona fisces ernie || coe Nee ovr ox don 
ooaine nb rate weet ee | [We ate a ioe 
elena 


‘AND ON INFRARED: 


COMMANDER, IF THEYRE Jo] WARM CAREON 
USING INFRARED, THESE ]/ DIOXIDE... THE 
REEDS WILL LOOK LIKE (“SMOKE OF OUR 
CHIMNEYS. METABOLISMS. 


“SERGEANT SCHLOCK WILL COVER US WITH 
HIS BODY... WE INHALE THROUGH THE 
‘STRAWS, AND EXHALE UNDER A CAMO- 
BLANKET OF CARBOSILICATE AMORPH, 


‘So you guys are gona Co 
fie down and blow” smoke 

UP MCAS 1 UNDERSTAND IT, YOU 

DON'T HAVE ONle OF 

THOSE. 


THESE WOODS ARE HEH, YEAH. IT ALMOST FEELS ) | 
PRIMEVAL, SPOOKY, saat, LIKE WE'RE BEING WATCHED. 


[paid renire: pone: Ji) Mt Tes ee 
What's the matter, ARE, THANK YOU 
are your ears Full of ) | [FOR ASKING. 
ruc? 
{> = 


LET'S PUT SOME DISTANCE 
BETWEEN US AND THE CRASH 
SITE, OH, AND WE NEED TO FIND 
‘SOME CLOTHES, EVEN JUST A 
LOIN=CLOTH WOULD HELP. 1'm 
TIRED OF BeINe COMPLETELY 


THAT REMINDS ME, KEVYN, IT's MY BELLY, ISN'T IT, 


SOMETHING'S BEEN. THESE CLOTHES MAKE 
BUGGING INE EVER SINCE ME LOOK FAT. 
WE STRIPPED NAKED BACK 

ON SHUFGAR'S SHIP. 


A LOIN-CLOTH 
ISN'T GOING TO 
HELP. 


IT MIGHT STAUNCH 
THE BLEEDING, 


T'VE BEEN WONDERING. I STUFFED IT INTO MY PANTS 
WHAT HAPPENED TO YOuR’ POCKET. THE ASYMMETRY 
‘OTHER EPAULET? AND ‘WOULD HAVE CALLED 


SHOULD T BE WORRYING ATTENTION TO IT. 
ABOUT 172 


WELL... THINGS | [ HOW ARE YOU GUYS DOING 
WE NOW RETURN YOU TO THE METAPHORICAL | Y)| CERTAINLY MAKE A LOT | | ON THE REBUILD OF MY 
REPRESENTATION OF KEVYN COMMUNING ‘MORE SENSE, NOW. 
WITH THE BLOOD-NANNIES IN HIS 
BRAIN AS HES MEMORIES OF "HOW I ENDED 
UP DEAD IN THE WOODS" ARE RESTORED, 


. 


"ARE YOU KIDDING MET Time fs compressed here. T helped. Jour memories 
UST WATGIED A MONTH Uou've only bean out For) “sur LATE FOUR of that stuf are tasty, 
OF MY LIFE GO 6” ‘about three minutes. | (TUBs OF POPCORN 


NOW THAT IKNOW HOW 
THOROUGH COMMODORE 
SHUPGARS, IM ALITTLE JI 
NERVOUS, CAN T HEAR 
WHAT'S GOING ON 

AROUND ME? 


We need @ moment fo isolate 
the audio. We don’t want to 
restore Full consciousness, 

or that pain in your chost 
will send you into paroxysmal 
gasping, fearing up our work. 


BY ALL MEANS, TAKE 
YOUR TIME, 


INCINERATOR 


HOLD UP, HE'S: | DOUBT HE CARES.) || HE'S ALSO JUICY, AND )/ AWWW... IT'S] | YOU KNOW, IF YOu 
SLIDING OFF THE ) \ HE'S DEAD, Terr. LEAVING A STREAK ON {( MY WEEK ON|| WERE A TRUE FRIEND. 
SHEET. THE FLOOR AS WE GO. CLEAN, 


Hove THe B6D%. on 
COOK. | ALREADY DID. NA 


Your gars are online, now, Motor || THANKS. I'LL LET YOU KNOW, 
Function is still restricted, IF THEAR SOMETHIN 
though. 


WORRISOME? 


‘THEY'RE PUTTING MY BODY IN 
‘THE INCINERATOR! I NEED TO 
BE ABLE TO MOVE! 


We've baraly started 

Fixing your lungs. You 
can't even sit up right now, 
much less engage in combat. 


We've got strict 
instructions not ta boost 
you af all. "Racanstruct 
‘and resuscitate only.” 


‘THEN I GUESS ALL 

UMPTY-BILLION OF 

YOU ARE GOING TO 
‘OUP IN SMOKE 
ALONG WITH ME. 


New recipes, boys! Lot's dump 
some rocket Fuel into these 
muscle calls and see what the 
‘old meat-bag is good For! 


IPI! ba just @ mamant, 
ille're Flooding your cells 
uith pro-oxidized Fuol. 


You're going to get just ‘BOY, THERE'S A PLUG FOR CARPE 
‘over thirty seconds oF Full DIE IF I'VE EVER HEARD ONE, 
activity, and then you ara 

going ta drop dead, okay? 


f 


SF vou don't got a dion. 
You get thirty gars minuta) 
secundum and you need to 
carpe them all very carefully. 


HOLD UP. HIS. CREEPY, IT'S ALMOST 
HAND IS. CAUGHT LIKE HE'S GRABBING 
THERE ON THE LIP. 


TVE GOT THIRTY 
‘SECONDS UNTIL L 


TM NOT SURE HOW LONG IT WILL 
‘TAKE THE SLOOD-NANNIES TO 


BUT I KNOW THAT IF THESE TWO REPORT 
BACK I'LL NEVER GET THE CHANCE TO HEAL. 


DROP DEAD. AGAIN, 


REBUILD ME APTER THAT HAPPENS. 


TF 1DO HAVE TO DIE 
FOREVER, I'D LIKE TO DO 
IT WITH ALITTLE DIGNITY. 


COMMODORE SHUFGARS 
THE HUMAN HAS: 
ESCAPED! 


THE NOT DEAD ONE. 
KENGARFF SAID IT 
CAME TO, AND 
KILLED TEFF. 


I TURNED ITS HEART AND 
LUNGS INTO PUDDING. 
HOW CAN IT POSSIBLY 

BE ALIVE? 


WHAT, THE 
NU DEAD ONE 


THAT'S WHAT IM GOING TO DO. ‘SO... KENGARFF. TELL ME 
YOU ASSEMBLE A SEARCH. WHAT HAPPENED. 


ASSUME THE HUMAN 1S ARMED 
AND DANGEROUS. ea alld 


WE DROPPED THE HUMAN IN THE 
CHUTE, AND IT GRABBED HOLD 
OF THE LIP. NEXT THING | KNEW 
IT HAD TEFP'S GUN. IT SHOT ME 
IN THE CHEST, AND WHEN — CAME 
ROUND, TEFF WAS DEAD. 


TM SORRY ABOUT 
COMMANDER 
TEFF, SIR. 


SIR. YOU PLUCKED HIS EYE OUT WITH A 
SPOON WHEN THE PRISONERS ESCAPED. 
V aoe 


LET THAT BE 4 WARNING 
TO THE REST OF MY FAMILY. 


IF ONE HUMAN SURVIVED LIEUTENANT GEAFF, RECALL |( JUST THIS CONTINENT? 
THAT CRASH, THE REST OF THE TANK SQUADRON. 1]\ WHY NOT THE WHOLE 
THEM MIGHT 'HAVE, TOO, WANT THEM SEARCHING PLANET? 

THE ENTIRE CONTINENT 


‘T GUESS THIS IS THE END | | OOH! WE COULD 00 A SURE, NICK. 1 CAN MAKE LITTLE TINY 

OF THE LINE. WE CAN'T || REAL SHORE LEAVE! RINK UMBRELLAS IF YOU'LL 

GO ANY FURTHER IN MAKE THE MARGARITAS, 
THIS DIRECTION. 


ELF, WE'VE COVERED AT LEAST THREE VIN ALL THAT TIME WE'VE 
HUNDRED KLICKS SINCE BURYING 

KEVIN, THAT MAKES MORE THAN 
‘A THOUSAND KILOMETERS IN 
THE LAST SIXTEEN DAYS. 


SEEN EXACTLY ONE 
CONTRAIL, AND 
NOTHING ELSE 
CIVILIZED. 


ASIDE FROM 
SHUFGAR AND HIS 
PIRATES, WE ARE 
ALONE HERE. 


AND HEY, BABY... AS 
LONG AS WE'RE 


“JUST BECAUSE YOU'RE 
KIDDING DOESN'T 
MEAN T WON'T KILL 
YOU FOR THAT, 


| PRONTO, YOU DIDN'T Just 


COME ON TO EL 


1010 You 
1 was JUST 


THAT'S CALLED FLIRTING, AND YOU NEED TO Cut 
IT OUT. SHE'S OUR COMMANDING OFFICER, AND 
SHE'S GOT ENOUGH ON HER MIND WITHOUT 
WORRYING ABOUT WHAT'S HIDING 

‘BEHIND YOUR LOIN CLOTH. 


I TOLD YOU GUYS, THESE 
‘A STAR 


SPOTS ARE 


BE PRONTO, DONC 
know SHE'S cunseo? 7 _| 
TaHAT ARE YOU 

TALKING ABOUT? 


YEAH, REMEMBER HOB? THEY 
WERE THIS CLOSE T” HOOKIN' 
Ub, AN! THEN HE GLEW HISSELE 


p=) nee 


AN! KEVN BID HOOK UP, 
"AN' HE GOT ATE BY A JEOPARD. 


WHOA, NICK... DID 
YOU JUST ENGAGE 
IN ACTUAL WORD= 

PLAY? 


YOU GIVE IT A REST. 
OR YOU'LL, LiKE, 
REST IN PEACE. 


‘OH, GWE It A 
REST, NICK, 


THERE may BE 
SOMETHING TO OUR DIET 

FULL OF RAW THINGS 
BESIDES PERPETUAL RUNS, 


HOW ARE WE DOING? I'M 
KIND OF IN A HURRY HERE. 


Irs going to be several HO ea 
hours at least before LISTEN, , 
you can move again. BE COMBAT-READY ASAPI 


T'm sorry. le used very nearly 
everything not immediately essential as 
“reaction mass" to Fug! that rampage 

of yours. The lung-chuinay is all gana 
ow, and we have to start From scratch. 


The good news is thet the exobots have 
located some good sources of raw 
materials here in your balt-hole.. 
starting with that pistol 

you acquired. 


DON'T BREAK UP THAT PISTOLIT NEED A, 
WEAPON! I GAVE YOU PERMISSION TO 
UNLOCK ALL THOSE SOLDIER BOOSTS 
BECAUSE I NEED TO BE ABLE TO FIGHT! 


Don't worry, You'll still be able fo use 
your pistol. Much of the structure oF 
that weapon existed only to afFord you 
the ability to hold it in your hand. 
Since that Function is now 

redundant, we are using 

those materials 

elsowhera, 


REDUNDANT? HOW ExACTLY LT fell you what... 1 won't worry LIT DIDWT REALIZE IGNORANCE 
AMTGOING TO BE HOLDING 
THE PISTOL? 


you with that detail, iF you'll [] WAS A CURRENCY. 


promise not fo worry me with 
the details of where 
we're hiding. 


OUR ASSAULT ON SHUFGAR'S) |] 1 get it. 1 climb the cliffs, BUT FIRST, WE HAVE TO OR YOU COULD RIDE. 3 
COMPOUND DEPENDS ON steal weapons, andl then SPEND THREE WEEKS 
SURPRISE, AND BAD INTEL. Sneak you guys in For an WALKING BACK. 

assassination. 


All Ogos NOT CONT 
SHIKK Fe AMUSE : Were gonna need 
aot AY aoe sharper icke For te 


COMMODORE, YOu WERE LL THANK YOU, SIR. WE FOLLOWED \] [THEY WERE 1300 \| OKAY, NOW I'M 
RIGHT. WE'VE’ FOUND 7-77 ALL WATERCOURSES ORIGINATING )f | KILOMETERS AWA¥,)] IMPRESSED. 
THEM. IN THIS AREA, ANTICIPATING THAT | \ WEARING ANIMAL 
‘ALREADY? I'M] THE HUMANS WOULD BE LOOKING )]/) SKINS, AND ARMED 
IMPRESSED. || FOR CIVILIZATION AT 


WITH Sharp sTicks,| 
CONFLUENCES. BUT THEY WERE ALL 
y IN GOOD HEALTH. 


COMMODORE, THE HUMANS 
HAVE SOME SORT OF 
‘SHAPE-SHIFTING 
CREATURE WITH 

THEM, 


‘GREENISH? 
LOOKS LIKE A 
‘SHAMBLING DUNG- 
HEAP WITH TENTACLES? 


) 
RESEARCH. IT'S A 
CARBOSILICATE AMORPH, 
AND IT IS EXTREMELY 
DANGEROUS. VAPORIZE IT. 


IT'S BEEN TAKEN CARE 
OF. ONE OF THE 
TANKS SMASHED IT, 
AND WE SCRAPED THE 
GOO INTO A BAG SO 
YOU COULD HAVE A 
Loox. 


THAT HAD BETTER BE 
ONE STRONG BAG, 


You guys are 
80 lucky Chis is 
‘one strong bag. 


WE WANT TO KILL YOU EACH IN 
00 YOU THINK ‘4 UNIGUE AND HORRIBLE Way 
(~ WHILE THE OTHERS LOOK ON. 


(OH, WELL... WHAT 


Plan tire ey 
a # NOT YET, I'M 
WAITING TO SEE THEY WANT TO 
(~2 WHAT THEY WANT 00 WITH US. BUT FIRST, LET'S GET TO 
TO DO WITH US. q ( KNOW EACH OTHER. 
\ , 
OKAY, ELF. NOW 
Nh OF f 0 YOU HAVE A PLAN? 


YOU ARE CALLED ELF, (1 AM FIRST IN COMMAND, 
YES? AND YOU ARE THE NOT SECOND. THESE 
SECOND-IN-COMMAND? 7) [SOLDIERS ANSWER TO ME 


‘AND THE SHORTEST 
© MALE? YOU SEEMED TO 
DEFER TO HIM WHEN You 

WERE FIRST CAPTURED. 


AH. THAT EXPLAINS: 
WHY HIS CLOTHING 
WAS SO FILTHY. 


= 


LET WE OUT OF THESE CUFFS 
FOR FIVE SECONDS, AND YOU'LL 

HAVE AT LEAST SIX INTERESTING NEW 

HOLES YOU CAN TRY TO TALK OUT OF. 


YOU'RE ANGRY WITH ‘SECOND, | DIDN'T DIG HIM THIRD, HE AND | HAD A IF YOU'RE GOING TO BE ANGRY 
UP. We FOUND HIM IN A SHORT, YET FASCINATING | WITH ME, AT LEAST LET IT BE 
RIVERBED HIDING FROM CONVERSATION, WHICH | FOR THE RIGHT REASONS. 
THE FIRE YOU STARTED. ENDED WHEN I SHOT Him B 


IN THE CHEST. 


THEIR CONTENTS. 


THE LAST TIME | HAD A HUMAN IN HERE | ENDED 
UP SHOOTING HIM IN THE CHEST. SHORTLY 
THEREAFTER, SOMETHING UNEXPECTED 
HAPPENED. 


NOW | HAVE MORE HUMANS HERE. 
LIKE ANY GOOD SOPHONT, | SEEK 
UNDERSTANDING, AND IN THIS 
CONTEXT, THAT MEANS: 
EXPERIMENTATION. 


SINCE YOU ARE THEIR 
‘COMMANDING OFFICER, | 
SHALL LET YOU DECIDE 

WHO [SHOOT FIRST. 


TELL ME WHAT HAPPENED TO | YOU WOULD 
KEWN, AND MAYBE YOU CAN 4 NEGOTIATE? 
GET UNDERSTANDING 

WITHOUT SHOOTING 

‘ANYONE. 


‘YOU ARE A POOR EXCUSE 
FOR AN OFFICER. 


Ne 


| WILL BE DOING 
YOUR MISLED TROOPS A 
FAVOR BY SHOOTING YOU FIRST... 


WO FAVORS TODAY. WE ARE STARTING J 


WITH THE ONE WHO’ BLEW UP MY SHIP. 


NOW. LET'S ALL WATCH 
HIM FOR A Few MINUTES: 
AND SEE WHAT HAPPENS. 


YOU FURRY, I YOU KNOW WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN? THAT WILL BE... BESIDES.. KEVIN 15 THE 
MURDEROUS, THAT POOL OF BLOOD IS GOING TO DISAPPOINTING. ONE WHO BLEW UP YOUR 
GET BIGGER, AND THEN COAGULATE STUPID SHIP, 
WHILE 'HIS BODY GETS COLDI 


OM, THAT IS: 
DISAPPOINTING. 


Ah-hal Found 
the pint 


Gnmngh. There. | 
have a Free hand. 


‘outti and 
Goes rte fone 


| eseesciron reescareo 
Bese 


THE SNIFFER 
LOSES HIS 
TRAIL HERE. 


OOH, FANCY TECHNOLOGY. 
MY NOSE SAID THE SAME 
THING, ONLY WE DIDN'T HAVE 
‘TO WAIT FOUR HOURS. 

FOR YOU TO FAB 

THAT TOY. 


SO WHY ARE WE TEARING] | OH, | FORGOT. THAT NOSE OF 
APART THE WHOLE BASE |] YOURS 1S CRIPPLED BECAUSE 
LOOKING FOR THIS PINK] | IT'S ATTACHED TO THAT BRAIN 
MONKEY? OBVIOUSLY HE| | OF YouRS. 

DOUBLED BACK. 


LOOK, WE CHECKED FOR IT'S AS IF HE SOMEHOW] / DID YOu SEARCH \| IT WOULD BE STUPID) ( STUPID ENOUGH 
BACKTRACKING. THE SCENT \\ STOPPED GIVING OFF| ( THE INCINERATOR? }] TO HIDE IN THE TO FOOL YOU. 
BEGINS AT THE INCINERATOR, ANY SCENT AT ALL. INCINERATOR. 

WHERE HE KILLED TEFF, 

AND ENDS RIGHT 

HERE. 


HOW LONG HAS SHUFGAR, WHAT ARE YOU) ( FOR SOMETHING TO || WE COULD RUSH YOU AND TRY 
IT BEEN? WaITING FOR? HAPPEN. THIS HAS | | TO KICK YOU TO DEATH, 
BEEN SURPRISINGLY 
BORING. 


IF YOUR CORPSES WILL BE 

MORE INTERESTING TO WATCH 
(OO LONG. TWENTY THAN YOUR CORPORAL'S HAS 
MINUTES AT LEAST, BEEN, BY ALL MEANS, RUSH ME. 


WHEN WE CAPTURED THIS 
‘ONE, HE IDENTIFIED HIMSELF 
AS 4 CORPORAL. A GRUNT. 


ANDREYASN WAS A \|IF | WANT TO SEE TOP-SECRET, 
COMMANDER. A HiGH-)] SOLDIER-BOOSTED HEALING IN 
ACTION, | SHOULDN'T BE 
SHOOTING GRUNTS. 


LOTSA PEOPLE 
SHOULON'T BE SHOOTIN’ 
fd GRUNTS. HURTS OUR FEELINGS. 


COMMANDER FOXWORTHY. 
BEFORE | SHOOT YOu, 
YOU NEED TO KNOW THAT 
| DONT WANT You 

TO Die. 


| WANT YOU TO USE 
YOUR OFFICER-LEVEL 
SOLDIER BOOSTS TO 
HEAL YOURSELF 
WHILE 1 WATCH. 


AND AFTER I WE WILL KEEP EXPERIMENTING 
HEAL’ MYSELF? UNTIL YOU'RE DEAD. 
YOU OUGHT TO 
SAVE THESE MOTIVATIONAL 


SPEECHES FOR MULTI- 
LEVEL MARKETERS, 


THEY'VE FOUND THE OF THE PRISONERS. YOU'VE | | INSTRUCTIONS. 
ESCAPE. 


‘THE INCINERATOR. 


COMMODORE, THE THANK YOU $O MUCH FOR || RIGHT... UMM... FINE. PUT THEM COMMODORE SHUFGAR, 
SWEEP TEAM CALLED.) { ANNOUNCING THAT IN FRONT || THEY NEED ‘OW SPEAKER. |] SIR. WE'VE LOCATED THE 
ESCAPEE. HE HOLED UP IN 


THAVE MORE HUMANS: 
TO EXPERIMENT ON. 
INCINERATE THAT 
‘ONE AND CALL 

fe BACK. 


I'M SORRY. THEYRE 
ALREADY OFF- 
CHANNEL. 


YOU ARE A WEAR, 
PATHETIC, WORTHLESS 
IMPERSONATION OF AN 
OFFICER. AND YOU HAVE 
NOTHING WITH WHICH TO 
NEGOTIATE. 


BUT IF YOU WANT TO 
TALK TO MY SWEEP TEAM, 
| THINK THEY'RE CALLING 
Me BACK NOW. 


‘COMMODORE SHUFGAR, THIS Is COMMANDER KEVIN 
ANDREYASH, DO YOU REMEMBER ME? I SURE 

HOPE SO, BECAUSE I FINALLY 

REMEMBER YOU. 


OOOH, THAT'S 
GONNA SET THE OLD 
DEMORALIZATION WAAAAY BACK. 


LIEUTENANT GEAFF/ THE GOOD IDEA, SHUFGAR, HMMM... I NOTICE YOU 
ESCAPE IS LOOSE IN YOU MIGHT 'BE ABLE TO DIDN'T ACTUALLY OFFER TO. 
THE BASE, GET A UNIT STOP ME WITH TANKS, NOTKILL THEM IF 1 GIVE 
OF HEAVY ARMOR DOWN MYSELF UP, 

To, Jie IeineRAToR 


Z 
‘SURRENDER, THAT'S NOT WHAT I'M 
gies GOING TO SUGGEST THEY 
YOUR TROOPS HERE, PUT ON YOUR TOMBSTONE. 
5 


AND I WIGC KILL THEM. IF YOU EVEN GET ONE OF THOSE. 


SHUFGAR, GEAFF HERE. THE HUMAN IS ARMED, AND | | UNDERSTOOD. HELLO AGAIN, COMMODORE. I HAVE A GX] 
THis HALLWAY ISA HEAVILY BOOSTED. YOU ARE || OUARRGH— TANK NOW. 2 ~/~Frs veny sun BUT 
TO TERMINATE WITH “THERE'S AN UGLY STAIN ON 

THE UPHOLSTERY. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE. WHAT: 
ARE WE DEALING WITH? EXTREME PREJUDICE. 


GET ME GO. THERE ARE 
STILL FOUR ARMORED 
GUARDS IN HERE WHO. 
CAN KILL YOUR 
FRIENDS, 


ACTUALLY, NO. oe 


THERE ARE FOUR ARMORED GUARDS IN 
HERE WHO URGENTLY NEED MEDICAL 
ATTENTION. 


<EVYN, SHUFGAR 
ILLED PRONTO. 


KEVYN... I'M CURSED. EVERYBODY | YOU'RE NOT CURSED. SURE, HOB } [{ DION'T YOU GET KILLEL 
WHO “GETS CLOSE TO TWICE WHILE Wi 
KILLED IN NASTY WAYS. | _/’M STILL ALIVE. 


NICK, You'Re 
NOT HELPING. 


1... KEVYN, PRONTO KIND OF CAME 
(ON TO Me, AND OUT THERE IN THE 
WOODS, WELL... HE WAS STARTING 
TO LOOK PRETTY 6009. 


Except For the 
‘star map on his 
butt-Flap. That 
{| looked alseasedt 


z TTSNOT A 
/ORRIED ABOUT ME KEWN, THERE'S APE ITS HOT 


DYING AGAIN, PLEASE BULLET HOLE IN 
DON'T, OKAY? IEAD. 


THERE'S A GUN MOUNTED GUNFOAM ROUNDS ONLY, THOUGH. J] | IT KICKS LIKE A BRICK TO BRAINZ BESIDES, 1 
IN YOUR BRAIN? ‘THE MAG-FIELD FROM A GAUSS- THE HEAD, AND THAT Was |] /N YOUR 2) ( wasn't usine. 
PISTOL WOULD KNOCK ME OUT KIND OF STARTLING AT "THOSE PIANO 


BETWEEN THE LEFT AND | | Og KILL ME EVERY TIME I FIRE. FIRST, BUT MY NECK HAS 


RIGHT HEMISPHERE. THE 
NANNIES ASSURED ME BEEN HEAVILY REINFORCED. 


“THERE WAS ROOM. 


THE GUN IN YOUR HEAD IS VERY ee LWASN'T TALKING TO YOI 
FANCY, BUT IT DOESN'T CHANGE PUTA sock SERGEANT, BUT THAT 


THE FACT THAT NONE OF YOU ARE INTT, OKAY r 
GETTING OUT OF HERE ALIVE. IG always works) 


LEMME HIT ‘IM TOO, SIR 
I PROMISE NOT TO KILL 
‘iM TOO QUICK. 


IKNOW HE MURDERED OUR 
FRIEND, BUT THAT WILL TAKE YOU 
INTO A VERY DARK PLACE, NICK, 


THEN, PER ANCIENT TRADITION, 
HE WiLL BE KILLED AND EATEN A 
LITTLE BIT AT A TIME, 


'WE ARE GOING 


TO TURN SHUFGAR, 
ALIVE AND HEALTHY, OVER 
TO JUDGES OF HOUSE EST'LL. 


IT HAS THE 


YOUR PLACE SOUNDS. 
DARKER: SIR.) | ADVANTAGE OF 


BEING LEGAL. 


NOW, IF WE'RE DONE “———~atsay ARE WE UP AGAINST THOSE | | THIS IS CAPTAIN KAFF TAGON THE ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS 
DISCUSSING THE DISPOSITION | fo TANKS OF THEIRS? CAN We | | AZOARD THE TOUGH AND GO. SHUT WOULD APPEAR TO BE, “NO. “1 
OF THIS PRISONER, WE'VE GOTJC "CALL TAGON? WHAT ARE | | DOWN YOUR TANKS AND DROP, ALREADY DID," AND “TARE A HOT 


WORK TO DO. WE GOING TO 002 | | YOUR WEAPONS. SHOWER” 


BEFORE WE CAN DEBRIEF AND } | | 1 WASN'T TALKING ABOUT == 1 WAS IN 
BATHE, WE NEED TO TEND TO } || PRONTO. I wHoA.. YOu LA HURRY. 
‘THE WOUNDED. Jame OP. YOU. 


We YOU..UMM, WOW. J... AND IT LOOKS LIKE YOU NO |] 

pe ohare THEARD ASOUT BROT. RieHT Here, ST YOU'VE GOT AHOLE ) | LONGER HAVE A(-peTEY AND I ARE GOING TO. 
YOUR HEAD, AND HAVE WORDS ABOUT SOME 
YOU GREW ARMOR (OF THESE MODIFICATIONS. 


WHERE'S KEVIN 
PLATES, 


DEBRIEFINGS IN PROGRESS 
‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY 
WARSHIP TOUCH AND 60. 


T popped the lid off, and 
Uheard Kevun's voice. 
Good thing, too. | wouldn’s 
have recognized him. 


We hustled cown the hal 
together, but | couldn't 

really Keep up. He took out 
two pirates before | even 


knew they were there. 


He ordered me into the duch— 
work, and told me to secure 
Shufgar. | got there just 


= SHUFGAR WAS GONG. 
TO SHOOT ELF RIGHT. 
INTHE FACE. 1 
COULON'T 

WATCH. 


SOT LOOKED AT OUR GUARDS 
INSTEAD. AND THEN THI. 
SHADOW FLITTED ACROSS 

THEM, AND THEY 
COLLAPSED. 


“1 THOUGHT T WAS DEAD. I DESERVED TO GE DEAD. 
THAD BEEN SO GLAD HE CHOSE PRONTO FIRST, 1 
TOTALLY DESERVED TO BE NEXT. 


WELL I'M STICKING IT OUT, AND 
IM THE ONE WHO HAD HER 
COMMAND COMPLETELY 
FOXTROTIED, 


NOU TEE YOU CANT 
SOU oui? 


1.60T 
STRIPPED NAKED, 

FELL A MILE FROM THE 

SKY, SPENT THREE WEEKS 

IN THE WOODS, MARCHED 

‘A MILLION MILES IN BARE 
FEET, AND WATCHED ONE OF 
RY FRIENDS GET MURDERED. 


‘TRACKED UP A LIFETIME 
(OF FRUSTRATION ON THIS 
LAST JO8, AND DIONT 
GET TO TAKE IT OUT 

‘ON ANYBODY! 


YOU'RE TAKING IT OUT. 
(ON ME RIGHT NOW. DOES 
THAT COUNT? 


BACK TO THAT STUPIO BASE 
AND STOMP AROUND INSIDE 

Pe THEIR INCINERATOR JUST TO 
‘KICK YOU IN THE JUNK. 


KEVYN, PLEASE STAY. YOU ‘KNOW YOUR BODY 15 A '—~1 | PETEY CAN FIX YOU. I'LL J | IF YOU HAVEN'T NOTICE, PETEY 
HAVE TO STAY. LITTLE WEIRD RIGHT NOw, But | MAKE Him FIX YOU. ALREADY HAD ME FIXED. TL, UM. 
WE CAN WORK THROUGH THAT. THATS NOT 
WHAT T MEANT. 


HOW'S IT GOING J ELF ISN'T CHANGING 
IN THERE? KEVIN'S MIND, UT 
THINK. THIS 18 VERY 

"THERAPEUTIC 


FOR HER. 


L I'VE HEARD HER PASS 
‘THROUGH DENIAL, ANGER, 
[AND INTO BARGAINING, AND 
THAT'S JUST WHAT I COULD 
HEAR THROUGH THE DOOR. 


I’ TOO DEPRESSED TO AND THERE'S 
DEAL WITH THIS RIGHT. DEPRESSION AND 
NOW, T NEED ‘ACCEPTANCE IN 
CHOCOLATE, ONE 6O. NICE. 


UM, ELF? I THINK WE'RE OUT 
OF CHOCOLATE, pn 


wHoors) 
BACK TO 
DENIAL, 


Nope. T just want 
you fo Fix my eye 
ARE YOU HERE To || before you go. 
TRY TO TALK ME 
(OUT OF LEAVING? 


FIX IT? WHY? THE BOLTED PATCH 
LOOKS VERY ROGUISH. 


T don't want ‘roguish,’ I 
want ‘depth perception.’ 


THERE YOU] —! Thanks, 
Commander, 


Whatever. By the way, I think SORRY, SERGEANT. I'M ON 


JUST "KEVIN 
TTOLD YOU, 
TOUIT, 


ioc! My WAY OUT, 
Schlock is looking For you. NOE until you 


replace the plasgun 
you blew up, 
you're nob. 


Ie needs sights, aperture 
Control, and not even one 
little button that lets a 
commanding officer use it 
as a bomb yow asout 


‘OKAY, THERE YOU GO. BUT 
DON'T USE IT INDOORS. 4 
THEN AGAIN, IDON'T care. || More stuFF 


THEYRE NOT MY DOORS, |] For you 
g TM LEAVING. |] to Fix. 


e 


Pat 


TFLIRT WITH DEATH FOR A 
LIVING, AND I HAVE CHEATED 
‘THE REAPER MORE TIMES 
‘THAN I CAN REMEMBER, 


= 


1AM COMMANDER KEVIN 
ANDREYASN, I HAVE SHAPED 
‘THE DESTINIES OF WORLDS, 
(OF NATIONS, OF GALAAIES. 


HAVE CREATED AND DESTROYED. 1 HAVE. 
FOLLOWED AND I HAVE LED. 1 HAVE ENOWN 
LOVE, AND LOVE HAS KNOWN ME BACK. 

rs 


= WHAT ARE YOU DOING IN MY HEAD, 
THE CHEATING HAD A PRICE. MY BODY IS. ‘ALL FUTURES ARE PETEY? YOU'RE INTERRUPTING MY 
HO LONGER MY OWN, AND WHEN LOOK UNCERTAIN, BUT. MONOLOGUE. 

MINE SEEMS(‘Hovyn, quit Fooling 


sorry For yoursel 
and wake up. 


INTO THE EYES OF MY FRIENDS, THEY 
LOOK INTO THE BARREL OF A GUN. 


T'm not in your head, I'm out 
here, in your cabin with the 
doctor trying fo wake you up, 


“THEN HOW COME YOU'RE 
‘ABLE TO CARRY ON A 
‘CONVERSATION WITH MEF 


That's your brain trying to 
reconcile my insistence that 
you wake up with tha Fact 
that you want to keep 
dreaming about how 
miserable you are. 


‘AND I SUPPOSE YOU'RE GOING TO. 
TELL ME THAT I JUST DREAMED 
‘THAT EXPLANATION, TOO? 


Mos, but i's really you 
falling you that. 


wardroba and gob your 
‘shiny pink 30IF out oF bod. 


CEA OCA UMAWARE Mare to the paint, 
wats 
YOU CAN'T LET ME SLEEP IN be ee in 8 


I'M PINK AGAIN. AND SOFT. AND. 
‘THERE'S NO TARGETING RETICLE 
EVERYWHERE I LOOK. 


YOU'RE ALSO LEGAL AGAIN. THOSE 
BLOOD NANNIES PETEY GAVE YOU 
VIOLATED MORE GALACTIC. 
CONVENTIONS THAN A 

‘SERIAL FLASHER IN 

VELCRO 

FURSUIT. 


YOU KNOW, LCAN LIVE [T can arrange to 
WITHOUT THE MEMORY 
(OF THAT PARTICULAR 

METAPHOR, 


WHERE DID THOSE SUPER~ 
SOLDIER BLOOD NANNIES 
COME FROM? 


Togal UNS 
research. I got ‘am 
via Doc Lazkowicz's 

“magic” cryokit. 


Find that’s why it’s best that 
we purged them From your 
system. Shufgar is already 
talking. Word will got out, 
and the UNS will probably 
come looking For you. 


OH, WONDERFUL. YOU } | AREN'T YOU GLAD YOU DECIDED NOT TO. 
PAINTED A GREAT, BIG IT 
BULLSEYE RIGHT HERE 

BETWEEN MY EYES. 


f{ HEALTH PLAN IS A REAL KILLER. 


KEVIN... TM SORRY, I'm 
$0 SORRY. 


BURYING YOU ALIVE. 


‘THAT'S NOT YOUR FAULT. | BUT IF I HADN'T BURIED YOU | AND NOW WE HAVE TO TAKE 
YOU HAD NO REASON TO | "WE ALL WOULD HAVE FOUND J CARE OF HIS KITTEN, 
BELIEVE I WAS STILL ALIVE. "OUT ABOUT YOUR BOOSTS, 
YOU WOULDN'T HavE BEEN 
RECAPTURED, SHUFGAR 
WOULON'T HAVE FOUND US 
UNTIL WE WERE READY FOR 
HIM, AND PRONTO WOULD, 
STILL BE ALIVE. 


VE MET JEOPARDS THAT 
LOOK MORE LIKE KITTENS 
THAN THAT THING DOES. 


CONSIDER ME 
SEIZED, MILADY. 


WAIT... WEHAVE TO TAKE CARE J BUT SINCE I'M MOVING IN| { I MAY LOSE YOU AGAIN 
ie WITH YOU, AND WE'RE GOING] SOMEDAY, SO I'M GOING 
TO SHARE EVERYTHING, 1 TO MAKE THE MOST OF THE 
TN CAS PUES we nd Si tose 
eur Tous WMP PEM Be 


jOT-A-KITT 


WELCOME BACK, COMMANDER. 
‘COMMANDERS. PETEY HAS A 
NEW JOB LINED UP FOR US, 


AMUSE One Teor 
ONE aust 
C# 
iG 
ce fy) 


IT’S AN EXTRACTION. HE FLIPPED. 
AN AGENT SOMEWHERE, AND 
NEEDS SOMEBODY TO. 

PULL HIM IN. 


now the agent, | Xinchub needs ta be rescued Fram the 


and you've been || Prandial Throne of Yoning. 
where he is. 
y BY 


("SI 


Because you \) King General Levaughn Matsui “Hugo” 7 


